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Kelly, Fuller To Lead 
St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade
South Amboy businessman Brian Kelly 

has been selected as Grand Marshal for the 
2018 South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  
George Fuller, who is active in many fine 
local organizations has been chosen to serve 
as Deputy Grand Marshal.  Congratulations 
Brian and George!

Four New Police 
Officers In Sayreville

The Borough of Sayreville has hired 4 
new police officers.  The new additions to 
the Sayreville Police Department are: Joseph 
Bartlinski, Jamie Unkel, Patrick Brennan, 
and Charles Novak.  

The officers will receive different salaries 
based on certifications they have and their 
status in the police academy, according to 
officials.  Novak will receive a salary of 
$55,117, Bartlinski and Brennan will be paid 
$49,058 apiece, and Unkel will get a $43,000 
salary.  Best of luck, officers!

Sayreville’s Bielak 
Selected By 

Houston Astros
Brandon Bielak of Sayreville, who 

starred for St. Joseph’s Metuchen HS 
baseball team, and most recently pitched 
for Notre Dame University, was selected by 
the Houston Astros Major League Baseball 
team in the 11th round with the overall 331st 
pick of the draft.  Congratulations, Brandon!

Sayreville Little League Wins District 10 Title 

The Sayreville Little League team is pictured after winning the District 10 championship.  Team members and coaches in no particular order are: Aayush 
Mehta, Aidan Crimmins, A.J. Zapoticzny, Anthony Kenny, Dennis Whitford, Hunter Almeida, Jake Romanello, J.J. Kelly, Juney Sparrow, Kevin Ryan, 
Michael Colonello, Michael Novak, Ryan Anthony.  The coaching staff: Mike Novak-Mgr., Assistant Coaches-Mike Romanello, Brian Zapoticzny, Kevin 
Crimmins, Art Almeida.  Way to go Sayreville! (Photo by Shawn Sparrow)

Sayreville, who was in the winners 
bracket of the double elimination tournament 
faced  Milltown, who needed to beat them 
twice.  On Monday, Milltown nipped our 
locals, 4-3,  to force a deciding winner take 
all championship game.

Sayreville,  who was the visiting team 
struck first, opening the game with 4 hits in 
the first inning and got RBI singles by Ryan 
Anthony, Michael Colonello and Juney 
Sparrow, for a 3-0 lead.  Milltown answered 
with a 3-run homer in the bottom of the inning 
to tie it.  Dennis Whitford entered the game 
in relief in the bottom of the 2nd and struck 
out the side for Sayreville.  In the top of the 
3rd inning, Ryan Anthony singled followed 

by a double by Colonello.  With 1 out and 
runners on 2nd and 3rd,  Michael Novak hit 
a 3-run homer to give Sayreville a 6-3 lead.  
Milltown cut the lead to 6-4 with an unearned 
run in the bottom of the 3rd.  Sayreville 
tacked on 2 more runs in the top of the 4th 
with a bases loaded walk by Colonello and 
an RBI ground out by Novak.  Milltown 
battled back, but fell short as Sayreville 
captured the District 10 championship by a 
final score of 8-6.  Dennis Whitford finished 
the day with 5 IP in relief, 4 hits, 13Ks and 
0 BBs to get the win.  
Sayreville Statistical Leaders through the 
District Tournament:

Batting:  Kevin Ryan- .486, 17 hits, 15 Runs, 
2 2bs, 5 HRs, 14 RBIs
Ryan Anthony-.441, 15 Hits, 10 runs, 1 2b, 
3 HRs, 5 RBIs
Michael Colonello-.370, 10 Hits, 11 Runs, 
2 2bs, 2 HRs, 6 RBIs
Dennis Whitford-.344, 11 Hits, 8 Runs, 2 
2Bs, 4 HRs, 11 RBIs
Juney Sparrow-.450, 9 hits, 6 runs, 3 2bs, 1 
HR, 6 RBIs
Pitching:  Ryan Anthony-3-1, 20 IP, 35 Ks, 
9 BBs, 2.40 ERA
Dennis Whitford- 3-1, 15 IP, 24 Ks, 13 BBs. 
3.20 ERA
Aayush Mehta-0-0, 7 IP, 8 Ks, 1 BB, 0.86 ERA

Troop 95 Welcomes 2 New Eagle Scouts
On May 17, 2017 Patrick Scupp and 

Eddie Peterson, members of  Boy Scout Troop 
95,  earned 
their Eagle 
Award, the 
Boy Scouts’ 
highest honor. 
To earn the 
Eagle Award, 
a Scout must 
be active with 
a Troop, earn 
a minimum 
of 21 merit 
b a d g e s , 
a s s u m e  a 
position of leadership within a troop and 
complete a service project that benefits the 
community. For Patrick’s project, he built a 
Gaga Dodge Ball Pit for Kiddie Keep Well 

Cruise Nights In 
South Amboy

The City of South Amboy is sponsoring 
Cruise Nights  every second Wednesday of 
the month from Aug. through Oct. from 5-9 
p.m. on Broadway near the City Hall.  DJ 
Richie Flash & Crew will provide music 
from the 50’s through the 80’s.  Trophies 
will be awarded-bring the family!  For more 
info contact carshowsRus@gmail.com or 
Mike Toth at mtoth1@optonline.net or 908-
930-3497. 

South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry (l) and his wife Linda (r) pose in front of a beautiful 1957 Chevrolet 
Bel Air owned by Jan Williams during the Cruise Night in South Amboy earlier this month.  Don’t 
miss the next Cruise Night scheduled for August 9th 5-9 pm. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Camp in Edison, NJ. This will be a source of 
many hours of fun and exercise for the boys 

and girls who 
attend camp 
there  each 
year. Eddie’s 
p r o j e c t 
consisted of 
ident i fy ing 
a n d 
cataloguing 
Veteran Grave 
sites at St. 
Mary’s and 
Sacred Heart 
cemetery in 

South Amboy, N.J. This information was 
given to the local Veterans organizations so 
they can properly honor our Veterans.
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Jon Paul Bellanich (l) was Valedictorian, and McKenzie Buczek (r) was Salutatorian for South Amboy 
High School Class of 2017.  Congratulations! (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Henry Writes/Directs Film
Fred Henry, son of South Amboy Mayor 

Fred Henry has written and directed a short 
film “Toast,” that can be viewed on Youtube.
com.  The 6 minutes 45 seconds clip is really 
interesting, and shows many familiar South 
Amboy landmarks and locations.  Great job 
Fred, and keep up the good work!
Tooker On Magazine Cover

Former South Amboy resident and super 
chef at Pheasant Run Resort & Spa, Tiffany 
Tooker, was recently featured on the Tour 
Guide cover of the “Dining Fine & Casual” 
magazine, which covers the greater St. 
Charles, Illinois area.  Great photo Tiffany! 
Sayreville War Memorial HS Valedictorian/
Salutatorian

Michele George Philip was the 
Valedictorian, and Rahi Parikh, Salutatorian 
for the Sayreville War Memorial HS Class 
of 2017.  Congratulations!

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard Nicholas Weber (Parlin), Colorado College, 

Bachelors Degree in Biology. 
Eugene A. Pak (Sayreville), Oregon State 
University, Bachelor of Science in Computer 
Science.
Berkeley College Graduates (Sayreville) 
Rose Afful, Olusola Arowolo, Marhgaretta 
Ayeh-Williams, Brian Benitez, Rosa Bonilla, 
Dorothy Conley, Pawel Gmyrek, Milana 
Honovich, Ruhksar Khan, Rumsha Khan, 
Tiffany Lee, Dominique Marino, Rachel 
Parisio, Genise Rouse.  (South Amboy) 
Peter Byrne, Stephanie King, Kyra Kung, 
Cheyenne Moskal, April Ortega, Rispa Osei, 
Ewelina Szlezak, Shannon Vanallen, Maria 
Vega, Marissa Wolf.

College Graduates

Dean’s List-Spring 
2017 Semester

University of Delaware (South Amboy) 
Catrina Carbone, Kieran O’Connell.  
(Sayreville) Jan Hazel, Rose Lacuata.
Hofstra University Kristen Misak 
(Sayreville) perfect 4.0 GPA made the 
Provost’s List.
Kelsey Picciano (Sayreville) Dean’s List.
Congratulations to all the scholars on your 
fine accomplishments!
University of Scranton
Kelly O’Donnell (South Amboy) inducted 
to Kappa Delta Pi, the international society 
for education.
Coastal Carolina University
Erin McQuade (Sayreville) named to the 
President’s Honor List for high academic 
achievement.  To qualify students must earn 
a 4.0 GPA and enrolled full time.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many favors.  

This time I ask you this my special one (mention favor).  Take it, Dear 
Jesus, and place it within your own broken heart, where your Father 
sees it.  Then, in His merciful eyes, it will become your favor, not 
mine.  Amen.  (Say this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and 
your favor will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -D.R

Hudson Valley Trip
The OLV Senior Group will sponsor 

a trip to the Hudson Valley from August 
30 – 31, 2017. The price of the trip is $385 
which includes tour and lunch at the Culinary 
Institute, guided tour of the Vanderbilt 
Mansion, tour of West Point and lunch at 
the Hotel Thayer, a narrated cruise on the 
Hudson River and dinner at a local restaurant 
the first night and much more. For further 
information or to make a reservation, contact 
Finita at 732-721-5081.
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Business Of The Month
Pride Landscape Supply

Welcome to Pride!  Pride opened 
in 1991 as a landscape supply center for 
home owners, landscapers, complexes, 
developers, municipalities and golf courses. 
Pride’s current facility is centrally located 
in Old Bridge, NJ just off Rt. 9. It consists 
of 17,000 sq ft of showroom warehouse 
space and over 7 acres of outside storage 
space. They are the exclusive dealer for Toro 
Compact Utility Loader THE DINGO for 
Northern NJ and the 5 NYC Boroughs. Pride 
features the largest Paver and Retaining 
Wall Display in The Metro Area covering 
over 20,000 sq ft, representing Cambridge, 
Unilock, CST, Nicolock, Allan Block, 
Versa-Lok, Liberty and Rosetta Stone. 
Pride has over 250,000 sq. ft. of pavers 
in inventory. The company offers the 
largest selection of Decorative Stone and 
Boulders in Northern NJ, and also carries 
a full range of mechanical repair from the 

smallest handheld equipment to Excavators, 
Chipper, Skid steers, Etc. Pride offers 
the best in Handheld Equipment, Stihl, 
Husqvarna, Red Max and Tanaka. If you’re 
looking for mowing equipment, Pride 
has the best including Toro, Husqvarna, 
Bob Cat and Walker. In addition, you can 
get a full line of grass seed, fertilizers, 
pesticides and ice melt at this outstanding 
landscape supplier. Their rental fleet is 
geared to Landscaping. Pride rents handheld 
equipment, Dingos, excavators, dozers, 
stump grinders, chippers and much more. 
Pride Landscape Supply’s goal for the last 
26 years is very simple, to provide their 
customers with the very best of products 
and service at a fair price. Stop in at Pride 
Landscape Supply Co. for the top products 
and services around. Pride is located at 
350 Ernston Rd., Parlin, telephone number 
732-721-0554.

Pride Landscape Supply features all of your landscaping needs. Pictured (l-r) Danny Torres, 
Yard Manager, Dave Chudkowski, Service Manager, Jeff Pawlowski, President, and Glenn Davis, 
General Manager. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Pictured (l-r) SA Times Feature Writer John “Flip” Phillips, Bill “Biff ” McKeon,  Elizabeth McKeon, 
and Iris Phillips share stories about growing up in South Amboy many years ago.  Bill was Flip's 
grammar school basketball coach at St. Mary’s more than 60 years ago. The McKeons live in Evansville, 
Indiana now, but always return "home" to visit friends and relatives when they can.  The photo was 
taken during lunch at the Sea Oaks Country Club.  PS:  Bill is the color voice for the Evansville Otters 
baseball team in the Frontier League.  (Photo/info Submitted)  

Bake Sale At Kessler 
Rehabilitation Center

Kessler Rehabilitation Center will hold 
a bake sale fundraiser on Friday, September 
8th from 9am -6pm to benefit the American 
Cancer Society. Please stop by and support 
this important cause. Kessler Rehabilitation 
Center is located at South Amboy Medical 
Center, 540 Bordentown Ave, Suite 4700. 
For more information, call 732-525-0123 or 
visit kessler-pt.com

Catholic War
Veterans Meeting
(Submitted by Commander Frank 

Sullivan) 
The Catholic War Veterans, Sacred Heart 

Memorial Post 578, South Amboy, NJ  will 
hold a membership meeting on Tuesday, 
September 5, 2017 1:00 PM, at Sacred Heart 
Memorial Hall, Meeting Room South Amboy. 
All Catholic Veterans are invited to attend.

ROTARY CLUB 
COLOR- RUN/WALK 

FUN DAY EVENT 
The South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary 

will sponsor its 1st Annual Color Run/
Walk for adults and children on Saturday, 
September 9, 2017 at 11:00 A.M.  This two-
mile fun run/walk will held at Kennedy Park 
–807 Washington Rd., Sayreville ( Parlin, NJ 
08859).   Register by Saturday, August 19.  
Early registration $25.  Registration at door 
$35.  Fee includes race entry,  race bib, white 
t-shirt and personal packet of color.   Children 
under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. 
Contact:  greg@customfinancial.org or call 
(732) 721-0400.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to You. Allow 

your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul with Your compassion 
for others. Touch my heart with Your courage and infinite love for 
all. Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always 
proclaim Your praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. 
Help me to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart 
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve 
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that you have 
created. Amen  -T.B...
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1962 
By Tom Burkard 

In early September 1961, the Sayreville 
High School Class of ‘62 returned for its final 
scholastic year. “Michael” (You remember 
the song that goes, ‘Michael rowed the boat 
ashore, alleluia’) by the Highwaymen topped 
radio stations, and kids sang along as they 
listened to their transistors. At Sayreville 
High, the yearbook, celebrating its 20th 
year of publication, was dedicated to Alma 
Mater. Editors-In-Chief were August Oppel 
and Doris Chudkowski. The school principal 
was Margaret Walsh. Some fine teachers 
were Patricia Defort, Laverne Gavron, 
Lois Jankowski, John Gutkowski, Vincent 
Modzelewski, Joseph Ziemba. Senior Class 
Officers were President Raymond Fielek; 
VP-Joseph Klosek; Sec.- Jacqueline Chrzan; 
Treas.-Christine Kapler. Ronald Zeh was 
Student Council President and Jean Puchala 
was Vice-President. Some of the Class of 
‘62 selected randomly included: Helen 
Beck, Linda Beatty, Rosemary Buchanan, 
Carol Chlebowski, Roberta Conover, 
Edward Darbowski, Diane Dill, Harold 
Dill, Judith Dieker, Dominick DiMattio, 
Carol Dobrzynski, George Dusko, Beverly 
Estok, Phyllis Goble, Betty Handville, 
Veronica Grzyb, Elke Holley, Grace 
Holsworth, Arthur Hoover, Carol Kabara, 
Delia Jones, Janet Hudak, Maureen Kehoe, 
Robert Kaufhold, Robert Kirchner, Richard 
Kulesa, Geraldine Krzyzkowski, James 
Lynch, Joseph McAllister, Elaine Marchut, 
Georgiann Mershon, Don McDonald, Jerilyn 
McCarthy, Ruth Michaels, Judith McNearny, 
Bruce Miklaszewski, Veronica Modzelewski, 
Geraldine Mroczkowski, Rudolph Mueller 
III, Ronald Nadeau, Mary Murphy, John 
Rapp, Thomas Pavlik, Arlene Ostrowski, 
Peter P. O’Such Jr., Peter T. O’Such, Helen 
Pololak, Joyce Prusik, John Rojewski, Gerald 
Sabo, Donald Seiser, Carol Shork, Carol 
Smith, James Smith, Rosemarie Solook, 
Patricia Stanik, Theresa Suchciki, Michael 
Turback, Leah Turner, Gerald Unkel, Joan 
Witkowski, Marie Zebro, Richard Zdan, 
Constance Zukowski. In ‘62, there were 

many big events happening in the world, 
such as John Glenn orbiting the earth 3 times 
in “Friendship 7;” The Seattle World’s Fair 
opened; Johnny Carson replaced Jack Paar on 
the “Tonight Show.” The Bombers had many 
talented senior athletes including Vincent 
Attardi, Earl Baker, John Barko, Joseph 
Blaszka, David Boshko, Robert Brown, 
Richard Conover, William Coward, Joseph 
Demetski, William Eppinger, Raymond 
Fielek, Daniel Harvey, David Kane, Edward 
Kephart, Joseph Klosek, Stephen Longo 
Jr., Thomas Lewis, Tony Nicorvo, Michael 
Olszewski, Edward Rock, Robert Sacher, 
Thomas Snyder, Edward Thalmann, Don 
Tremel. Tri-captains of the football squad that 
finished (3-6) were William Pogers, Ronald 
Skwira, and Steve Shigas. Paul Weiss and 
Ernest Adell were co-captains of the wrestling 
team. 1962 marked the final year of basketball 
in the old school gym, and the boys’ team 
had a rough (4-17) record. Mary Jane Olsen 
and Nancy Plewa were co-captains of the 
cheerleaders. Theresa Check was Majorette. 
On Graduation Day, “I Can’t Stop Loving 
You” by Ray Charles was the #1 song in the 
land. There were 155 graduates, and Delia 
Jones was Valedictorian, Mary Romanski the 
Salutatorian and Peter P. O’Such Jr., Terterian. 
Sayreville High School’s Class of 1962 was 
a fine all-around group of young adults. 

Wheeling Trip
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a trip to Wheeling, West Virginia for their 
Christmas Festival of Lights from November 
29 to December 1, 2017. The cost of the trip 
is $425.00 which includes 2 nights lodging, 
2 breakfasts, and 1 Holiday Dinner Show, 
bus transportation, and bus driver gratuity. 
Also included in the cost is the Oglebay 
Park Festival of Lights tour, Winter Fantasy 
displays, The Glass Museum and Artisan 
Center, Kruger Street Toy and Train Museum 
and much more. For further information or 
to reserve a seat, please contact Finita at 
732-721-5081.
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Two South Amboy Elementary students were among 64 student artists honored by the Middlesex 
County Sheriff 's Office for their contribution on personal safety.  Chosen from among 900 entries, 
fourth grade students Aaron Murray and Dina Bashir's artwork was selected for inclusion in the 
sheriff 's 2017-18 safety calendar.  Over 200 students, parents and educators attended the ceremony 
at the Middlesex County Police Training Center in Edison.  Pictured: Art teacher Georgann Tice, 
South Amboy Police Chief Darren LaVigne, Sheriff Mildred Scott, students Dina Bashir and Aaron 
Murray.  Congratulations Aaron and Dina!  (Photo/info submitted).

100th Anniversary

On Sunday, June 25, the Monsignor John F. Brady Assembly (4th Degree Knights) celebrated their 
100th year anniversary.  Mass was celebrated at Sacred Heart Church followed by a banquet at 
Knights of Columbus Council 426 Banquet Hall.  Our special guest was the State Faithful Master, 
Mr. Chris Tomasello Sr.

The entire assembly is pictured with the State Master, Chris Tomasello Sr.(l). (Photos/info submitted).

SWMHS Class Of 
1957 Reunion

Sayreville High School Class of 1957 
will celebrate its 60th year reunion on 
October 7 at MJ's at Buttonwood Manor 
in Matawan.   We are unable to locate the 
following classmates: Patricia Cotton Bishop, 
Marilyn Everson, Frances German, Robert 
Gdula, William Harkins, Jacqueline Howerin, 
Margaret Kiefer, Louis Kupka, John Lynch, 
Marie Novak, Robert Smith, Frances Peer 
Woodruff, Richard Perkins, Barbara Pertiko, 
Linda Powers, or Howard Reynolds.  If 
anyone from the Class of 1957 would like 
to attend the reunion, or has information on 
our missing classmates, please contact Betty 
Triggs at 732-254-8542.

Amboy Bank Science 
Fair Winners

 Amboy Bank’s Vice President and 
Marketing Manager, Sylvia Rapoport, 
presented three $1,000 checks to the winners 
of the first annual iPlay America Science Fair. 
The science fair, presented by Amboy Bank, 
was held on Sunday, June 11th in Freehold, 
NJ. Out of over 50 students, three first place 
prize winners each received a $1,000 check 
presented by Amboy Bank, a trophy and a 
$500 iPlay America gift card.

Founded in 1888, Amboy Bank, a full-
service commercial bank with 23 offices in 
central New Jersey, prides itself on quality 
service and responsiveness. They have been 
voted “Best Bank in Central Jersey” for the 
past 19 years in a row.



8    July 29, 2017   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Stanley Koreyva, Amboy Bank President, presents Bob Reyes, Venetian Care & Rehabilitation 
Center Administrator, with a Senior Crimestoppers Charter plaque. Others in attendance (from 
left to right) were Kristine LaVigna, Field Representative, and George Clinard, Vice President of 
the Senior Housing Crime Prevention Foundation, as well as John McWeeney, President and CEO 
of NJ Bankers, and Gregory Scharpf, Executive Vice President and Chief Retail Officer of Amboy 
Bank. (Photo/Info Submitted).

Amboy Bank Provides Safe and Secure 
Living Environments for Seniors

Amboy Bank recently joined CRA 
Partners to help vulnerable seniors by funding 
the Senior Crimestoppers program to protect 
those who live and work in senior facilities 
like the Venetian Care & Rehabilitation 
Center in South Amboy.

CRA Partners, powered by the Senior 
Housing Crime Prevention Foundation, is 
a national organization that assists banks 
through the operation of the turn-key Senior 
Crimestoppers program providing safe and 
secure living environments for our nation’s 
low to moderate income seniors. Through 
flexible funding options, such as community 
development loans, investments or grants, 
banks provide the program in senior housing 
facilities, HUD communities and state 
Veterans homes. 

Crime against the elderly in our society 
is a longstanding, constant battle that can be 
reduced and prevented through the operation 
of the Senior Crimestoppers program in 
nursing homes and assisted living facilities. 
Senior Crimestoppers is a coordinated set 
of components that work together to create 
a zero tolerance to crime platform in senior 
housing facilities. 

Amboy Bank President, Stanley 
Koreyva, stated, “Amboy Bank is pleased 
to have partnered with Venetian Care & 
Rehabilitation to bring the seniors in our 
community this Senior Crimestoppers charter 
presentation. Seniors, especially those in 
nursing homes, can be more vulnerable 
to crime, and Amboy is happy to help in 
providing them security and peace of mind.”

The Historical Society of South Amboy selected Tony Sattilaro (2nd from left) as its 2017 Historian 
of the Year.  Tony is congratulated by officers Joe Coakley-Treasurer (l), George Fuller-Vice President 
(2nd from right), and Holly Hughes-Secretary (r).  Congratulations Tony on a job well-done!  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard).

Cool Down With These Hot Events At  
Dowdell Library

Cool down with these hot events in 
August at the Dowdell Library including 
Celebrity Storytimes, James Zamouzakis 
Live Music Studio, Solar Eclipse Viewing 
Party and the Summer Prize Party.

Join us for Ronald McDonald and 
Andy the Armadillo for stories and snacks! 
Andy the Armadillo will be at the library 
on Tuesday, August 8 from 1-2:30 pm and 
Ronald McDonald on Tuesday, August 22 
from 3:30-5 pm.

Hear live music on Wednesday, August 
9 from 3-4:30 pm performed by guitarist 
James Zamouazakis, as he plays his electric 
guitar and demonstrates how he creates riffs 
and melodies.

Gaze upon the skies on Monday, August 
21 from 2:30-4:30 pm for our Solar Eclipse 
Party! We’ll have refreshments, activities, 
and special Solar Eclipse viewing glasses that 
will let you safely view the magical show in 
the sky! Viewing for our area is predicted to 
occur around 2:45 pm. Join us for this out of 

this world event!
There’s still time to join the Summer 

Clubs for Kids, Teens & Adults to win weekly 
prizes. At the end of the summer, adult club 
members will have a chance to win a grand 
prize, a Kindle Fire, and kids and teen’s 
grand prize is a gift card! Both prizes will be 
awarded at the End of Summer Party.

So, party with Dowdell at the End of 
Summer Prize Party on Thursday, August 24 
from 2:30-4:30 pm. There’ll be door prizes, 
refreshments and summer fun for ages 0-100. 
Kids could also win a backpack for school!

To learn about upcoming library 
programs, sign up for the monthly eNewsletter 
at http://dowdell.org/newslettersignup.html

The Dowdell Library summer hours are 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday from 10 am to 
8 pm, Wednesday and Friday from 10 am 
to 5 pm. For more information, please visit 
www.dowdell.org, or contact the Library at 
732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org.  
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Mater Dei Prep Announces Winners of the 
2nd Annual Future Seraph Essay Scholarship

Mater Dei Prep is pleased to announce the 
winners of the 2nd annual essay competition 
for the Future Seraph Scholarship. The 
$1,000 scholarship is for students planning 
to continue their education at Mater Dei Prep.

The competition was open to all seventh 
grade students (Mater Dei Prep class of 
2022) in public and private schools in 
Monmouth, Ocean, and Middlesex counties. 
Students completed an online application 
and submitted a 350-500 word essay on one 
of three given topics relating to leadership, 
community service and extracurricular 
activities.

The Mater Dei Prep scholarship 
committee went through a rigorous review of 
all the submissions and is honored to award 
the Future Seraph Essay Scholarship to 
Abigail Williams from St. Stanislaus Kostka 
School in Sayreville, Hanna Hale from St. 
Mary’s Catholic School in Middletown, 
and Caroline Loniewski from St. Benedict 
Catholic School in Holmdel.

Kathleen Daly (Left in photos), Mater 
Dei Prep Director of Enrollment and 
Advancement shared her sentiments on the 
winners, "I am impressed and commend 
with the incredible work the Mater Dei Prep 

Future Seraph Essay winners have done in 
the community.  They wrote beautifully about 
their commitment to organizations such 
as: the SPCA, youth athletics, the Ronald 
McDonald House, vacation bible camp, 
food drives and gift drives.  I look forward 
to having these involved community minded 
individuals part of the Seraph family in the 
future." Also in photos on right is Christine 
Altland from the Advancement Office.

This $1,000 scholarship will be applied to 
each recipient’s first year tuition at Mater Dei 
Prep. All scholarship awards were presented 
by the Mater Dei Prep Administration to the 
student at their school’s academic awards 
ceremony.

The Future Seraph Essay Scholarship 
winners will soar at Mater Dei Prep due 
to the school's individualized approach to 
education.  This approach is supported by its 
flexible curriculum, rigorous course offerings 
and small class size.  Students are involved 
in community service, athletics, performing 
arts and clubs.  Mater Dei Prep is focused on 
educating the full student.  

For more information about Mater 
Dei Prep, please call 732.671.9100 or visit 
materdeiprep.org.

Abigail Williams (c) from St. 
Stanislaus Kostka School in 
Sayreville.

Hanna Hale (c) from St. 
Mary’s Catholic School in 
Middletown.

Caroline Loniewski (c) from 
St. Benedict Catholic School 
in Holmdel.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times July 29, 2017    11

The Smoke Column
By Ex-Chief Richard Kosmoski, MS

 “Invincible” a word defined by 
Webster’s Dictionary as meaning someone 
who cannot be conquered, overcome, or 
subdued in any manner and impossible to 
be defeated. Many firefighters feel that they 
may also be invincible and are able to perform 
death defying acts of courage. Unfortunately, 
this is untrue.

Firefighters have many traits which 
require them to work under extreme ultra-
dangerous conditions. In an earlier article 
in the “Smoke Column” I had written about 
stress in the fire service and how it affects each 
person differently. Unfortunately, the outward 
signs of stress are not always visible. Family 
members and co-workers may be unaware of 
underlying factors causing this stress. Some 
firefighters can handle tremendous amounts 
of stress in their job and still perform under 
extreme conditions whereas others will fail 
under the minimum amount of stress.

Last month, I and many of our firefighters 
from both the South Amboy and Sayreville 
Fire Departments were shocked and saddened 
by the untimely and unfortunate death of 
a good friend, Chief Abraham Pitre of the 
Perth Amboy Fire Department. Over the 
years, both local fire departments responded 
into the City of Perth Amboy on mutual aid 
fires and worked under the auspices of Chief 
Pitre. The Chief was well liked by not only 
the Perth Amboy community but just about 
everyone who met him. I had the privilege of 
knowing and working with Chief Pitre as we 
were Public Safety Trustees to the Middlesex 
County 200 Club.

Chief Pitre’s unexpected and untimely 
death had a devastating effect not only on 
the Perth Amboy Fire Department but on 
the entire community.  Most people not 
associated with first responders cannot 
truly understand what goes through their 
minds during an emergency response. At 
one moment you could be sitting down to 
dinner and within five minutes you are fully 
encapsulated in protective clothing and 
entering a fully engulfed building searching 

for fire victims. How much stress does this 
place on the human body? Our brothers and 
sisters in law enforcement find themselves in 
similar predicaments when one minute they 
are patrolling a local neighborhood and within 
seconds are sent on an assignment of shots 
fired. What runs through their mind? Has 
someone been shot, will I need my weapon, 
am I a target, is my vest secure, and will I 
follow proper procedures? These thoughts go 
through the mind in microseconds and that 
may be all the time the officer has to react.

So, this brings us to the conclusion 
without a solution. There are just too many 
unknowns that that must be answered. Just 
these two instances can cause an immense 
amount of stress to the emergency responder. 
If you are a family member of a first responder, 
listen to them if they need to discuss an 
incident that really affected them.

There are many unmentionable incidents 
that the eyes of first responders have seen 
over the years that the average may never 
get to see. If you are a first responder or a 
family member of a first responder, there 
is help. Your employer must offer you the 
necessary treatment and/or therapy related to 
your issues. This service is confidential and 
provided at NO cost to you and you cannot 
be denied treatment.  There is only a certain 
number of individuals who can cope with 
the high levels of stress found in emergency 
services. It is our responsibility to help those 
who are unable to help themselves cope with 
their stress before tragedy occurs.

Even though we may think we are 
invincible to fire, there are many other sources 
that can cause us harm. Stay safe out there 
and remember, “Everyone Goes Home After 
Every Call”.  RIP Chief Pitre!

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to You. 

Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul with Your 
compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your courage and 
infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my 
mouth may always proclaim Your praise. Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need. Help me to lead others to You by my example. 
Most loving heart of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit 
so that I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently with 
this life that you have created. Amen  -S.R.
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American Legion Post 211 members salute the bed of worn and faded flags for their annual Flag 
Retirement Ceremony held on June 14.  (Photo/info submitted)

Water, Water Everywhere
By Elaine Holton Scott

“If you’re thirsty, drink some water,” I 
had been told…and drink water I did.  There 
was no choice, as milk was just for meals 
and “soda pop” was never stored in our 
refrigerator.  If we ever got a bottle of soda, 
we hadn’t wasted any time drinking all of 
it.  Same with Kool-Aid, a drink containing 
so much sugar it had wreaked havoc on 
children’s teeth. 

For all of us growing up many decades 
ago, it was water…water from the tap, water 
from the hose, and, when we were lucky, water 
from the “spring” in Sayreville.  Birch “Crick” 
is how we had called the place.  The real 
name which no one used was Burt’s Creek.  
Considered the “best water anywhere,” it had 
seemed that mostly everyone at one time or 
another had gone into the woods to get some 
spring water from the pipe located near a shed 
belonging to the Borough of Sayreville.  In 
fact, day or night, there’d be a long line of 
cars waiting alongside Main Street for their 
turn.  Shockingly, years later we had learned 
the “best water anywhere” hadn’t come from 
a spring after all…run-off water I believe it 
was.  Even so, that water had tasted great, 
proving ignorance can be very blissful.

I remember a drinking glass being kept 
either near the kitchen faucet or turned upside 
down on the drainboard to use over and over 
again by every family member who decided 
to take a drink of the fluoridated tap water.  
Fluoride in the water had seemed like a 
big deal back then for some reason.  As for 
that drinking glass, after taking a drink, the 
glass was supposed to be rinsed out, more 
often than not by just a few swishes under 
the running water.  Of course, when no one 
was around, that didn’t happen.  I’m really 

glad I was ignorant of the germs that had 
to be crawling all over those well-used and 
little washed water glasses…germs shared 
by entire families.  Regarding the wealth of 
germs being on a drinking glass, this had 
been more proof of ignorance being bliss.  
I wonder if there are many people drinking 
water straight from the faucet any longer. I 
know I don’t…but I don’t like the taste of 
plain water, so I don’t count.  I do use it freely 
to make coffee, though, preferring to believe 
that any microscopic organisms in the water 
get boiled away in my coffeemaker.  If this is 
not the case, I don’t want to know. 

People seem to be drinking an 
extraordinary amount of bottled water these 
days.  Just look at the ground where empties 
are always thrown and you’ll see which brand 
they prefer.  Billions and billions of dollars 
are being made annually by companies selling 
“spring water”…”spring water” which more 
than likely is just treated tap water.  Nestles’ 
owned Poland Springs (no connection with 
anyone’s Polish ancestry) had been sued back 
in 2002 for falsely advertising the source of 
its water since their spring had dried up 35 
years earlier.  Poland Springs had quickly 
settled the case by “coughing up” $12 million.  
More and more now, we’re seeing lots of 
ads and commercials for both “Glacier” 
and “Mountain” water, but nothing is ever 
mentioned about their sources of water being 
regulation-free.  So, does anyone care for a 
cool glass of water straight from the faucet?

***If you can’t bring your dog inside 
during these super-hot days of summer, please 
make sure your pet has plenty of shade and 
plenty of water.  

Bookmark Coloring Contest-Dowdell Library
Enter the library’s bookmark coloring 

contest and have a chance to win a gift card! 
Just note how the library is your friend, how 
the library has helped you, or how you can 
be a friend to the library.

There are four age categories: Children 
(Grades 1-5), Tweens (Grades 6-8), Teens 
(Grades 9-12), and Adults. Winners in each 
age category will receive gift cards from the 
Dowdell Library and have their creations 
reproduced on bookmarks.

Bookmarks and contest forms can 
be picked up in the library during normal 
business hours. Forms and bookmarks must 

be returned to the library before Friday 
August 18, 2017. Winners will be announced 
Thursday, August 24 at the Summer Prize 
Party.

To learn about upcoming library 
programs, sign up for the monthly eNewsletter 
at http://dowdell.org/newslettersignup.html

The Dowdell Library summer hours are 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 10 am 
to 8 pm, Wednesday and Friday from 10 am 
to 5 pm. For more information, please visit 
www.dowdell.org, or contact the Library at 
732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org. 

SOUTH AMBOY ELEMENTARY ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT FOR MP 4 - 2016/17 

FOURTH GRADE-HONOR ROLL 
WITH  DISTINCTION :  Andrew 
Biancarosa, Josef Hoenle, Nigel Johnson, 
Amanda Moreira Burgos and Aaliyah 
Piperato 
HONOR ROLL:    Irtaza Abbas,  Dina Bashir, 
Anthony Biancarosa, Thomas Cannon, 
Alexander De Grazia, Daniel Evanski, Caylin 
Gulick, Eryk Gurdak, Kenneth Handy, Emily 
Herrera, Samuel Kaplan, Isabella Kaprowski, 
Devin Krass, Vincent Lee, Mia McCall, 
Catalina Muniz, Luke Nemeth, Gavin 
Oshman, Anya Pathak, Dominik Pawlus, 
Genevieve Pierre, Mia Pina, Ola Slomiany, 
Christian Stair, Mary Thomas, Angelina Vella 

and Dorian Williams. 
FIFTH GRADE-HONOR ROLL WITH 
DISTINCTION :  Carolyn Grace, Sofia 
Hoenle, Alexandra Kross and Liza O’Neill 
HONOR ROLL:  Vera Bacsoka, Mary 
Kate Brew, Scott Caputo, Davey Cheng, 
Maaz Farooq, Sebastian Fernandez, Jamie 
Finnegan, Lola Grasso, Corinna Hatter, 
Benjamin Hernandez, Kimmy Kenny, 
Aaliyah Lopez, Isaiah Mercado, Jonathan 
Moakler, Victoria Myers, Elijah Perez, 
Magali Rodriguez-Herrera, Michelle Rojas, 
Isabel Roth, Maxwell Roth, Priyanka Sharma, 
Shyann Timms and Danna Trejo-Garcia.
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The Friends of the Sayreville Library present a grant check from the Richmond County Savings 
Foundation (part of the NYCB family, which includes Garden State Community Bank in Sayreville) 
to purchase laptops for technology instruction.  (l. to r) Councilman Steven Grillo, Library Director 
Susan Kaplan, Friends of the Library President Barbara Sebok, Library Board President Anne Pulnik, 
Councilman Ricci Melendez. (Photo/Story Submitted)

Sayreville Public Library Receives Grant
The Sayreville Public Library has 

received a grant from the Richmond County 
Savings Foundation, part of the New York 
Community Bank family, which includes 
Garden State Community Bank. The grant 
enabled the library to purchase new laptop 
computers in order to upgrade and expand 
our already popular technology classes which 
range from beginner to advanced concepts. 
The library is grateful to Councilman Steven 
Grillo for introducing us to the Foundation 
and this exceptional opportunity. 

The Richmond County Savings 
Foundation is a leading philanthropic 
institution. Since 1998, the Foundation 
has contributed over $60 million to 
projects that enhance the quality of life 
in communities served by RCSF. The 
Foundation's mission "focuses on supporting 
charitable organizations whose programs and 
services advance educational opportunity, 
enrich cultural development, and strengthen 
health and human services."

Veterans Welcome
The Central Jersey Chapter #148 of 

Korean War Veterans Association extends an 
invitation to any veterans regardless of the 
branch of service, who served during the war 
June 25, 1950-July 27, 1953, any location, 
including Europe or who have served in 
Korea from July 27, 1953 to current date.  The 
group meets at 10 a.m. the second Wed. of 
every month except, Jan.-April at the Monroe 

Twp. Municipal Building.  Requirements 
for membership paying dues of $25 to the 
Korean War Veterans Association and a $10 
chapter fee per year.  The chapter is involved 
in various functions during the year, including 
parades with our Color Guard, flag raising, 
Sept. 11th, funerals and so on.  For more 
info, contact: Membership Chairman Charles 
Koppelman 609-655-3773.

Free Inspirational Movie & Pot Luck Supper 
South Amboy Knights of Columbus 

Council 426 host a pot-luck Spanish 
American Dinner and Movie night Sunday 
August 6 at 308 Fourth St. South Amboy. The 
free movie "For Greater Glory" stars Andy 
Garcia, Eva Longoria, and Peter O'Toole. 

It celebrates Christ the King, the Catholic 
faith, and Mexican Catholic Revolution. 
the movie will start at 6 p.m. Due to some 
violence in the film, it is not recommended 
for young children.  For more information 
call 732-721-2025. 

Vote! 3D Art Competition
Technology has pushed art in different 

directions, allowing artists to engage in 
multi-dimensional ways.  View the Dowdell 
Library’s innovative 3D art exhibition this 
summer! 

The Dowdell Library’s 3D art exhibition 
/competition may be viewed at the Broadway 
Gallery (141 N Broadway, South Amboy, NJ 
08879) starting Wednesday, July 19th and will 
run through Wednesday, August 30th.  The 3D 
art was designed by South Amboy residents 
using the library’s 3D pen or 3D printer.  
Themed categories include: the waterfront, 
pets and floral themes and the competitive 
age categories include children ages 8-10, 
young adults 11-17 and adults 18+.

The Broadway Gallery hours are 
Wednesdays and Fridays 6-8 pm and 
Saturdays 11 am -1 pm.  The library is part of 

the arts district and is partnering with South 
Amboy ARTS www.southamboyarts.com. 

The community is encouraged to support 
these efforts and vote for your favorite 
creation! There will be prizes awarded, so 
voting is limited to one vote per age category.

If you happen to have a problem 
accessing the exhibition during gallery hours, 
contact the library at comments@dowdell.
org or 732.721.6060.

To learn about upcoming library 
programs, sign up for the monthly eNewsletter 
at http://dowdell.org/newslettersignup.html

The Dowdell Library summer hours are 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 10 am 
to 8 pm, Wednesday and Friday from 10 am 
to 5 pm. For more information, please visit 
www.dowdell.org, or contact the Library at 
732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org. 

AMERICAN LEGION BOYS STATE DELEGATES
Submitted by Past Commander Richard Kosmoski

On June 18th, 2017, over 1,000 boys 
from throughout the state descended on Rider 
University to participate in the American 
Legion Jersey Boys State Program. This is 
the 72nd consecutive year that the program 
has been conducted. Sayreville War Memorial 
High School was proud to send 5 delegates to 
this year’s highly respected program. These 
boys, who are entering their senior year 
in high school, went through an intensive 
interview process and were selected for 
their scholastic grades, speaking ability, 
participation in school clubs, sports, and 
an all-around interest in the program. The 
boys chosen to participate in the program are 
usually the cream-of-the-crop in their class.

The boys attend this week-long program 
where they learn how to form their own 
government, run for public office, socialize 
and network with the other delegates, and 

learn various new ideas and interests which 
usually has a bearing on their future endeavors 
and career choices.

This is a no-cost program for the boys 
but is supported by funding from: American 
Legion Post 211; Morgan Lions Club; 
Sayreville Lions Club; Sayreville Board 
of Education; and the Spezzi/Maliszewski 
Funeral Homes. It is through the monetary 
support of these sponsors that provide the 
boys with a fantastic opportunity to shape 
their future.  The boys attending this year’s 
program are: Luke Fuller, Gerard Brown-
Eckstein, Dylan Gilligan, Jani Rushil, and 
Harshil Trivedi.

Congratulations to these boys and the 
best of luck and success on all their future 
endeavors. A special THANK YOU to all our 
sponsors who make this program possible.
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Former South Amboy Chief of Police Leroy Kurtz (seated center), pictured with his family was 
honored with New Jersey’s finest by the First Presbyterian Church of South Amboy.

Kurtz And New Jersey’s Finest Honored
(Photo/Story submitted by Elder Mary Porcello  

On Sat., July 8th, the Missions Committee 
held a potluck supper to celebrate and honor 
former So. Amboy Chief of Police Leroy 
Kurtz and New Jersey's finest. Leroy has been 
a member of our church for over 85 years. 
Missions was able to surprise Leroy with the 
help of his family and cooperation of church 
members. The biggest joy was being able to 
watch Roy realize his whole family was there 
to greet him and celebrate his faithful years 
of service as well as his 91st birthday. The 
Missions Committee made a $3,000 donation 

to the PBA in honor of Leroy Kurtz. About 65 
people attended the event. Everyone enjoyed 
food, fellowship, and hearing Santos sing and 
spin great music. The Missions Committee 
would like to thank everyone who participated 
in the event. “We were humbly honored to 
give back to our men and women in Blue. 
We wanted to express the  joy we had and 
honor our wonderful Chief Leroy Kurtz. 
The gift we made in Mr. Kurtz name (to the 
PBA.) was just a small token, but filled with 
much love.”

1966-The Sultans pictured (l-r) Dennis Stawicki, Dennis Zieniewicz, Donald Tierney Jr., Steve Weekes 
and Rennie Heuer, were a local rock ‘n’ roll band, comprised of four fine young musicians from Madison 
Park, Dennis Stawicki on lead guitar/lead vocals, Dennis Zieniewicz-rhythm guitar, Rennie Heuer-
bass guitar, Steve Weekes-tambourine/backup vocals.  Drummer Don Tierney Jr. lived in Madison 
Twp. This talented group played at the South Amboy Arena Wednesday night sock/skate dance, a 
carnival, a bonfire/dance rally for the Madison Twp. HS football team, many high school dances, and 
the Birch Hill Swim Club.  (Photo/info courtesy of Dennis Stawicki, Rennie Heuer)

1977-How many of these songs do 
you remember?  Don’t Give Up On Us-
David Soul; Gonna Fly Now (Theme From 
“Rocky”)-Bill Conti; Undercover Angel-
Alan O’Day; Telephone Man-Meri Wilson; 
Black Betty-Ram Jam; Smoke From A Distant 
Fire-Sanford/Townsend Band; You Light Up 
My Life-Debby Boone; The King Is Gone-
Ronnie McDowell; Heaven On The Seventh 
Floor-Paul Nicholas.

#1 Pop Hits-July 29
2004-Confessions Part II-Usher
1995-Waterfalls-TLC
1985-Everytime You Go Away-Paul Young
1970-(They Long To Be) Close To You-
          The Carpenters
1962-Roses Are Red (My Love)-
          Bobby Vinton
1959-Lonely Boy-Paul Anka

#1 Country Hits
July 29

2000-I Hope You Dance-Lee Ann Womack
1994-Summertime Blues-Alan Jackson
1989-Cathy’s Clown-Reba McEntire
1972-It’s Gonna Take A Little Bit Longer-
        Charley Pride
1967-Tonight Carmen-Marty Robbins
1958-Alone With You-Faron Young

Rumbles from the Rock and Roll Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

Greetings rock n rollers, it’s been a 
while.  I’m dedicating this month’s column 
to a dear friend, music lover, and talented 
music-related writer, who passed away last 
month at way too early an age in his talented, 
and loved by all life, Mr. Matt Winston, aka 
“Buck Daddy Flash.”  He had such a way with 
words and song lyrics, that were so creative, 
and expressed his opinion on daily life in a 
very unique way.  Matt you are missed, but 
never forgotten.  I saw you smiling down on 
us at Sayreville’s Fireworks Show.  I knew 
you’d be there in spirit!  Speaking of the 
fireworks show, congrats to Jerry Ust and 
the entire Rec. Dept. staff, Mayor Kennedy 
O’Brien, our Police and EMS Dept., for 
making it happen, and keeping us safe, and 
wow, what a tremendous fireworks show.  It 
gets better every year, and to “Beginnings” the 
Chicago Tribute Band, you guys “nailed it.”  
Now, coming up on your musical calendar, 
Saturday, Sept.16th, the 9th or 10th, not 
sure annual, ”Blast from the Past Car Show 
and Concert, featuring D.J.Flash and hosts, 
Just Cruisin Car Club, and live “Classic 
Rock and Oldies” from Central Jersey’s 
best musicians,”Clem and Friends,” and 
the following day, Sun. the 17th, Sayreville 
Day, we’ll be there along with great live 
entertainment, with a full listing to follow in 
future issues of The SA Times, so, stay tuned.  
My thanks to the crew from So.Amboy’s 
newest Classic Rock Band,”Square Mile” for 
asking me to join the talented group, to play 

some rockin, fun rock n roll.  We were in the 
studio putting together some awesome sets 
of Classic rock seldom heard in other bands, 
along with your favorites.  More to come as 
Dave McCue, John Dembowski, Tim Kelly, 
Jim Heuer, and myself, the writer, put this 
all together.  That’s the fun of it, putting it 
together, especially with their talents.  P.S.- 
we’ve been rehearsing at Dave Florio’s 
“Sound Cave Studios” out in Hazlet.  It’s 
an awesome setup and rehearsal studio, so, 
if looking for a place to “jam,” this is it…
call Dave at 848-459-3192.  

Hey rockers, almost forgot, coming this 
October 28th, Clem and Friends will be at 
South River VFW Post 1451 for their “classic 
rock and oldies Halloween Dinner Dance”..
the Post home located at 31 Reid St.So.
River,will open it’s doors at 6:30pm,with Live 
music beginning at 7:30pm.Buffet Dinner 
with beer,wine,or soda,at $30.00 per person.
Costumes optional kiddies, but c’mon, it’s 
Halloween!! Tix, call the Post Bar @732-254-
9834, or get them at the Post Homes bar!!  
Hey, we had rockin’ times at Sayreville’s 
VFW dances, and the So.River crowd was 
there rockin with us, so hoping to see you kids 
there supporting them!  All proceeds will go 
to benefit veterans programs, the V.A.Home 
and local Vets in need of assistance, so c’mon 
out and support our friends and veterans..
more info to follow in upcoming editions.  
See you soon, rock n’ rollers!

One Hit Wonders 40 
Years Ago

Rory Kelly Tours 
Europe

Former South Amboy resident Rory 
Kelly and his rock band consisting of his 
father Mike Kelly, a terrific drummer, and 
Billy xxxxxx recently toured Europe, and 
at a concert in Bilbao, Spain, opened for the 
world-renowned Cheap Trick band before 
17,000 people. 

Local Nonprofit Group
 Gives Thanks To Home Depot

(Article submitted)
Maria Markisello and Al DiGuilio, 

founders of the Lyrics for Lucas Foundation, 
presented Tracy Burke and the team at 
the Home Depot of Old Bridge, NJ, with 
a generous food donation and plaque 
commemorating their support in building a 
local playground in honor of their son, Lucas.

In April 2017, the Lyrics for Lucas 
Foundation partnered with the Where Angels 
Play Foundation to build a playground in 
honor of Lucas DiGuilio, who tragically 
passed away at the age of 22 months. His 
death was ruled Sudden Unexplained Death 
in Childhood (SUDC), which occurs when 
an apparently healthy child beyond the age 
of 12 months dies without warning and 
without cause.

The Old Bridge Home Depot generously 
donated a significant portion of materials 
needed for the playground’s construction. 
As a way of showing their appreciation, the 
Lyrics for Lucas Foundation presented the 
store with a plaque in their honor, in addition 

to providing an assortment of food to the 
store’s staff.

Al DiGuilio, Founder of Lyrics for Lucas 
said, “Building this Memorial Playground in 
honor of our son was a dream and because of 
Organizations like Where Angels Play and 
the Home Depot of Old Bridge made this 
dream come true.”
About the Lyrics for Lucas Foundation

Following the loss of their son, Albert 
DiGuilio and Maria Markisello created the 
Lyrics for Lucas Foundation in order to 
build a lasting legacy for Lucas by honoring 
his fondness for music and introducing a 
scholarship to students in the performing 
arts. The Lyrics for Lucas Foundation also 
seeks to provide support to SUDC research 
and help come one step closer to a world in 
which SUDC no longer exists. To learn more 
about the Lyrics for Lucas Foundation, please 
visit: http://www.lyricsforlucas.org

You Tube-In
Country fans, check out two fine songs- 

A.J. Jansen singing “A Country Girl Can 
Survive,” and Kenny Scharlatt- “What Do I 
Do With Me?”...From the ‘60’s “Think Of 
The Good Times” by Jay & The Americans 
is terrific...Cheyenne Jackson, who starred in 
the 2014 movie “The One I Wrote For You” 
is also a talented singer/songwriter, and the 
title cut, which is the same name from the 
original soundtrack is a beautiful song.  He 
also does a song “I Am,” another one worth 
listening to...The Beatles took “Twist and 
Shout” to #2 in 1964.  Check out the Top 
Notes original version in 1961, that did not 
crack the Top 40...Bruce Springsteen-”You 
Never Can Tell” is a really interesting video 
of “The Boss” and company live in concert in 
Germany…A cover version of Jerry Keller’s 
1959 hit “Here Comes Summer” was released 
in 1977 by a group called Wildfire, who did 
an outstanding version, and saw the tune 
peak at #49.  The record was produced by 
none other than WCBS FM radio’s own Scott 
Shannon.  The original version hit #14 on 
the Pop charts...
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Gerges Honored 
By TNT

Sayreville track and field standout 
Dakota Gerges was recently chosen the 
2017 Home News Girls Track and Field 
Athlete of the Year.  Dakota had an incredible 
year, winning 2 gold medals at the GMC 
Championships, and also breezed to 1st place 
in the CJ Group IV 400-meter, and notched 
another gold at the Group IV Championships, 
while finishing 6th with a time of 1:01.85 in 
the 400 hurdles at the Meet of Champions.  
She ended her outstanding schoolgirl career 
by competing at the New Balance Outdoor 
Nationals in North Carolina.

Three Bombers All-
Area Selections

Sayreville War Memorial HS was well-
represented on the Home News Tribune’s 
2017 Girls All-Area 1st Team.  Dakota 
Gerges was chosen for the 400 hurdles; Kayla 
Rosario-1600 meter run; Jasmine Vannote-
shot put.  Congratulations to all!

Locals Participate In 
Snapple Bowl

The following Sayreville football players 
competed for the Middlesex County All-
Stars in the annual Snapple Bowl: Michael 
Liberti, Michael Porcaro and Jahsim Floyd.  
The Middlesex County All-Star Cheerleaders 
team included Sayreville’s Brianna Kemp 
and Kaltrina Lleshi.

Walsh Chosen For All-
State, All-Area

South Amboy’s phenomenal runner 
Patrick Walsh was a Group 1 All-State 1st 
Team choice for the 3,200 in boys track & 
field.   He was also selected for the Home 
News Tribune All-GMC Track & Field 1st 
Team in the 1,600 meter run, and also the 
3,200 meter run. 

Patrick will be taking his many 
talents to Rutgers University in the fall.  
Congratulations, Patrick!

Duffy, Brush, Eicher 
Honored

Sayreville’s standout softball pitcher 
Kelly Duffy was a  Group 4 All-State 2nd 
Team selection, and also All-Area 1st Team 
pitcher/first baseman by Home News Tribune.  
In addition to her pitching talent, Kelly also 
led the Bombers in many offensive categories.  
Bombers talented shortstop Ryane Brush 
was also an 1st Team All-Area choice.  Katie 
Eicher star pitcher, top-notch hitter for Bishop 
Ahr was an 1st Team All-Area pick as pitcher 
after compiling an impressive (14-6) record 
with 166 strikeouts in 114 ⅓ innings.  She is 
the daughter of former Borough of Sayreville 
Councilwoman Lisa Buchanan-Eicher.

Micak: Coach Of 
The Year

George Micak, who coached St. Mary’s 
girls’ softball team to its only Parochial B state 
championship in ‘82, guided the Metuchen 
HS girls softball squad to an (18-8) record, and 
its first CJ Group I title in 19 years.  For his 
fine efforts, he was chosen Coach of the Year 
by Home News Tribune.  Congrats George

Soccer Team Honored 
By Borough

The members of the Sayreville Soccer 
Club U9 Girls Blue Diamonds were honored 
at the June 26th Borough Council meeting.  
All team members received a certificate of 
achievement from the council.  

The girls, coached by Mary Ellen Dunn 
were the first team to go undefeated in 
the Eastern Development Program (EDP) 
Futures League, which is for players 7-11 
years old.  They won over 30 EDP festival 
games, and two tournaments, a Father’s 
Day tourney in Sayreville, and another 
tournament in Branchburg.  Congratulations 
Blue Diamonds!

Sayreville Little League Manager Mike Novak (r) 
stands proudly with his son Michael, who hit his 
first home run, a 3-run blast to break a 3-3 tie 
in the championship game.  (Photo submitted)

Little Fellas League 
Memory

50 Years Ago
By Ted Moran

1967-”I was a member of the English 
Chevron championship team in the South 
Amboy Little Fellas League, and one day 
at practice, while playing centerfield, there 
was a popup, and shortstop, second base 
and myself went for it. We stopped short of 
colliding looked at each other and when I 
looked up, pow, right in the left eye. Needless 
to say after that I was the assistant catcher 
because of the birdcage mask.”

Mike Reilly and his daughter Amy met many Yankee greats at Old Timers Day.  In photos from (l-r) is Amy Reilly, Goose Gossage, Mike Reilly.  Amy, 
Ricky Henderson, Mike,  Bucky Dent, Mike.  (Photos/info submitted)

Old Timers Day

In a best of three championship series, 
Komars battled Sacred Heart for the crown.  
In Game 1, Sacred Heart, riding the fine 
2-hitter thrown by Jim Vida to a 6-2 win, 
but Komars bounced back to win Game 2 
by an identical 6-2 score.  Winning pitcher 
Bill Subjack fired a 2-hitter for the factory-
sponsored club.

In the crucial third and deciding game, 
Subjack had a no-hitter going until the bottom 
of the 6th inning, as Komars held a 5-1 lead, 
but he walked Vince Attardi and Pete Inman, 
and Art O’Donnell ripped a 2-run single 
to make it 5-3, followed by a Ron Jurski 
RBI-single, and he came all the way around 
the bases to score the tying run when the 
outfielder’s throw got past the third baseman, 
and the ball rolled under the players’ bench.  
A controversy broke out between Sacred 
Heart manager Ed “Lefty” Zebro and Komars 
manager Lou Subjack and the umpires over 
their call, which allowed the tying run to 
score.  Many fans were unhappy with the 
call and let the umpires know it.

The 4 runs in the bottom of the 6th tied 
the score, and the umps called the game 
because of darkness, as the crucial game 3 
ended in a 5-5 deadlock, forcing yet another 
battle for the elusive South Amboy Babe Ruth 
League championship.

In Game 4, Komars erupted for 7 runs in 
the first inning to set the tone for the finale, 
in which they blasted Sacred Heart, 11-2 to 
dethrone the reigning 1958 champions.  Billy 
Subjack pitched a 4-hitter and struck out 10, 
to pick up his second win in the series.   Tom 
Fitzmorris stroked 2 singles to drive in 2 runs, 
while Komars got 2 hits apiece from Jack 
Gallagher, George Stramback, Frank Ruszala, 
and Tom Ryan.  George Keenan ripped added 
an RBI double, and Bob Kupcha singled in a 

A True Classic: 1959 South Amboy Babe Ruth 
League Championship Series

By Tom Burkard
run.  Jim Vida blasted a run-scoring triple, and 
Vince Attardi hit an RBI single for the Hearts.

4-Game Leaders
Komars: Batting Avg.-Ruszala .583 
Fitzmorris .500 Stramback .454 Gallagher 
.384 Ryan .364.
Runs-Ruszala 5 Marotta 4.
Hits-Ruszala 7 Stramback 5 Gallagher 5 
Ryan 4.
Doubles-Ruszala 2 Keenan 1 Marotta 1 
Stramback 1.
Wins-Subjack 2  Strikeouts-Subjack 32.
Sacred Heart:  Batting Avg.-Vida .333 Inman 
.222 Jurski .222.
Runs-Attardi 3 Jurski 3.
Hits-Vida 3 Inman 2 Jurski 2 Jankowski 2 
O’Donnell 2 Olsen 2.
Doubles-Jankowski 1.
Triples-Olsen 1 Vida 1 Klosek 1.
Wins-Vida 1.  Strikeouts-Jurski 6.

The lineups for the title game
Komars 11: Gallagher 2b Stramback cf Pat 
Marotta ss Ruszala lf Fitzmorris c Keenan 1b 
Kupcha rf Subjack p Tom Ryan 3b.  Reserve-
Vince Wisniewski of.
Sacred Heart 2
George Jankowski 1b Tom Vona 3b Attardi 
2b Inman ss O’Donnell c Wayne Olsen rf 
Jurski p Vida cf Joe Klosek lf.  Reserve-Steve 
Nebus of. 

The Sayreville 8-10 year old girls softball team captured the District 10 championship.  
Congratulations! (Photo Submitted)

Champions!

MCC Student  
Athletes Receive 

Academic Awards 
Ten Middlesex County College student-

athletes were named to the National Junior 
College Athletic Conference All Academic 
Team. Those named to the second team have 
a grade point average between 3.80 and 3.99; 
those on the third team between 3.60 and 3.79. 
MCC did not have any first team members, 
whose GPA is 4.0.

“We’re very proud of our student-athletes 
who have excelled both in their sports and 
in the classroom,” said Carey Monkowski, 
assistant athletic director. “In addition, our 
softball team and the women’s track and field 
squad received honorable mentions for the 
entire team, as their combined GPAs were 
3.0 or better.”

The individual athletes honored include: 
Aly Jouejati (Piscataway), men’s soccer, 
second team; Aniko Chapman (Carteret), 
softball, second team; Carly Kjersgaard 
(Hopelawn), softball, second team; Emma 
Amaya (Milltown), women’s soccer, third 
team; Frances Hernandez (Perth Amboy), 
volleyball, third team; Joshua Guarnera 
(Sayreville), baseball, third team; Kali Snook 
(Old Bridge), volleyball, second team; Lucia 
Cagnani (Carteret), women’s soccer, second 
team; Melissa Ciaccio (East Brunswick), 
women’s soccer, second team; and Michelle 
Gebhardt (Piscataway), softball, third team.
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The USA Softball of New Jersey Hall 
of Fame includes 7 locals from Sayreville 
and South Amboy, who have been inducted 
through the years.  They are as follows: 1974-
Gene  Malkiewicz, 3b (Sonny’s Bar); 2004-
Ed Strek, cf (Sayreville Bar); 2004-Rick 
Popowski, rf (Sayreville Bar); John Dusko, 
ss (Sayreville Bar); 2005-Bob Witkowski, 
p (Sayreville Bar); 2006-Bob Kennedy, c 
(Sayreville Bar); 2008-Tricia Popowski, 
p-inf. (Budweiser Belles).

Locals In Softball 
HOF

The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

 Champions

The 1977 South Amboy Women’s Senior Softball League Champions, Dooling Electric finished with 
an outstanding (18-1) record. Bottom row (l-r) Judy Keegan, Debbie McClung, Donna Reich, Norine 
Croddick, Mary Ellen Donnelly, Capt. Grace Hoffman. Standing (l-r) Coach Jack O’Leary, Collette 
Kowaleski, Manager Joanne O’Leary, Laurie Policastro, Gail Deliman, Pitching Coach Joe Crowe, 
Coach Tom O’Leary, Coach Bill O’Leary. Missing from photo: Third Base Coach Bernie Mackiel, 
Chris Dill, Patty Flynn, Kathy Stockton.

Glory Days In Local 
Sports

1956-St. Mary’s slipped by Perth Amboy 
St. Mary’s, 3-2 behind winning pitcher Bob 
Kennedy, who hurled a 4-hitter and struck 
out 10.  Tom Pristavec blasted a 2-run homer.  
1964-Pinch-hitter Joe Zailski delivered the 
game-winning single in the bottom of the 7th, 
as Hoffman nipped Perth Amboy St. Mary’s, 
4-3.  Winning pitcher Dennis Wood ripped a 
single and double, and Gary Mihok laced two 
hits.  1975-In a CJ Group IV girls softball 
semifinal, Sayreville slugged Woodbridge, 
17-5.  Winning pitcher Karen DeSiena and 
Sherry Popowski drilled 4 hits apiece, and 
Luann Ferenci blasted a grand slam home 
run.  1988-The Bombers baseball club jolted 
J.F.K., 5-1, behind winning pitcher Mike 
Parillo, and Neil Golub, who ripped a 2-run 
single.  Hoffman trounced East Brunswick 
Tech, 33-1 in softball action.  Freshman 
pitcher Lyli Munoz fired a 5-inning 1-hitter, 
struck out 7, and went 4-for-5 with 4 RBI.  
Kristen English, Amy Felice, and Regina 
Kuczbanski had 3 hits and 3 RBI apiece.  
1994-St. Mary’s girls softball squad upset 
Highland Park, 15-14.  Becky Moskowitz 
doubled in Kim Respol in the bottom of the 
8th with 2 outs to win it.  Kristin Palomo 
hammered 2 singles and 2 doubles with 4 
RBI, and Bernadette McCreary stroked 2 
hits and knocked in 2 runs.  2003-Sayreville 
opened its baseball season with a 5-3 win 
over Manchester, as Dan Louis drilled a 
3-run double in the top of the 7th to win it.    
Mark Poore notched the victory by tossing  
a 5-hitter.

T.H.E. Game
Year-1964
Sport-Baseball
Teams-Sayreville (5-3-1) vs. Hoffman (4-10)
Recap-Winning pitcher Costy Pawlowski, 
making his first start of the year hurled a 
strong game against the Guvs, and also 
blasted a 3-run homer.  His batterymate, John 
Karlowitz crashed a single, double and home 
run, as the Bombers romped, 12-3.
Co-Players-Of-The-Game - Costy 
Pawlowski and John Karlowitz.

Diamond Dust
1960
South Amboy Little Fellas League
Enterprise 13 Protection 9-Tom “Tee” 
O’Connell was the winning pitcher.
Lions 30 Rotary 2-Mike Keller was the 
winning pitcher.  Ed Skwira and Gary 
Iacouzzi smacked 4 hits apiece.
1966
First Aid 11 Weiss 3-Winning pitcher Mike 
Gerding also had a big day at the plate by 
drilling 4 hits.
South Amboy Babe Ruth League
Sacred Heart 17 Mechanicsville 5-Winning 
pitcher Joe Pohl orbited a home run and 
a single, while Pete Inman added a single 
and double for the winners.  Jerry Freeman 
rocketed a home run for Mechanicsville.
Independence 6 Mechanicsville 5-Winning 
pitcher Joe Jankowski laced 2 singles.

First Games At 
New Fields

1960-The City of South Amboy 
christened two new youth baseball fields 
at the Landfill, off of lower George Street.  
In the first Little League game ever played 
at Harrigan Field, Knights of Columbus 
downed Daylight Bakery, 12-1, as winning 
pitcher Fran Fitzmorris fired a 1-hitter, and 
belted a single and double off losing pitcher 
Lou Zrebiec.

The Babe Ruth League, which was 
founded in 1958, featured Independence vs. 
Komars in its first game at the new field, and 
Sacred Heart CYO vs. Mechanicsville in the 
second game.

35 Years Ago
1982-South Amboy Little Fellas League 

All-Star baseball team nipped Fords Clara 
Barton, 15-14 in 7 innings.  Steve Chrzaszcz 
delivered the game winning hit.   Carl Nemeth, 
who notched the win, got the hit that sent the 
game into extra innings.  Brian Gay and Ed 
Schaber blasted home runs for our locals.

40 Years Ago
1977-Hoffman girls softball team 

slaughtered Somerset Vo-Tech, 29-1.  Denise 
Kuzma and Mary Beth Bowlby drove in 5 
runs apiece, while Cindy Fodor and Donna 
Medieros added 3 RBI each.  Mary Chris 
Moskal was the winning pitcher.

50 Years Ago
1967-The South Amboy Little Fellas 

League captured 3 wins in the Middlesex 
County Freeholders Tournament at Roosevelt 
Park.  South Amboy’s National League All-
Stars stopped Edison National League, 3-0, 
as Rich Krzyzanowski fired a shutout, and 
John Szatkowski blasted a 2-run triple.

In the next contest South Amboy bested 
Carteret National, 6-4.  John Ruszala belted 
an RBI double and single to lead the hitting, 
and John Szatkowski ripped a 2-run, two 
bagger, while Larry Fratto was the winning 
pitcher in relief of Frank Bongiorno.

In their third game, South Amboy’s 
Krzyzanowski once again was super on the 
mound and at the plate against Iselin A.L.  
He led the locals to a 7-2 victory, while 
striking out 10 and tossing a 4-hitter.  Rich 
had a perfect 3-for-3 game at the plate  Steve 
Makwinski drove in 2 runs with a double, 
and also had a single.

Other members of the South Amboy 
NL All-Stars were: Mark Abbatiello, Kevin 
Nemeth, Lange, Douglas, Kreiger. 

50 Years Ago
1967-Michael McCormack of South 

Amboy, representing Hill Lanes, won the 
prestigious New Jersey Bowling Proprietors 
Association All-American Youth Bowling 
State Championship.  He went on to represent 
the state of New Jersey in the National 
Youth Bowling Association Tournament in 
Washington, D.C. 

50 Years Ago
1967-Frog Hollow Tennis Tournament
In Frog Hollow Tennis Tournament 

Boys’ Division, John Wortley defeated Bob 
Moskal, 6-1, 6-2.  Also, Bob Weissman bested 
Glen Mahoney, 6-2, 6-8, 6-3.  Brad Maher 
won over Wayne Kreiger 6-0, 6-0, and then 
topped Brian O’Connor, 6-2, 6-2.

In the Women’s Division, Karen Kreiger 
beat Helen Mulroy, 9-0.  Auriel Pittel defeated 
Alice Cullinane, 9-3.  Sue Harrigan downed 
Dot Huff, 9-2.  

In Men’s competition, Jim Harkins beat a 
confident Vince Cannata, 6-2, 0-6, 6-3.  Jack 
Banfield stopped popular club president Jay 
Carney.  Henry Zupko ousted Brad Maher 
2-6, 9-7, 6-4.  The 1966 boys champion Pat 
McDonough eliminated Steve Flanagan, 6-2, 
6-1.  Jack Kreiger downed Bill Keegan, 6-2, 
6-3.  Ray Maher throttled Don Hewins, 6-0, 
6-0.  Joe Noble topped Jack Huff.  

85 Years Ago
Opening Day 1932

St. Mary’s coached by the legendary 
Anton “Molly” Maliszewski, bowed to Perth 
Amboy Vocational School, 2-0, as Frank 
Conroy took the tough setback.  The Eagles 
only 2 hits of the game were by Tom Scully 
and Jankowski.

St.  Mary’s lineup was: Benny 
Kolodziejski (Known as Budniak) c Fleming 
3b Jankowski ss Burke 1b Scully cf Dowling 
2b Gomolka rf Conroy p.

Lakewood topped South Amboy, 8-5.  
Coach Primpka’s team was led by George 
Morgan, who went 4-for-5 with 2 doubles, 
and Henry a two-base hit.  Joe Beshada struck 
out 9 in a losing effort.

South Amboy’s lineup was: Eckert 
ss G. Morgan 3b Longstreet lf Selover 1b 
Beshada p F. Morgan 2b Kolo rf Henry cf 
Inman c.  Reserves-Abbatiello ph Buchanan 
2b Tominski rf Colucci c.    

Back In Those 
College Days

Chris Bielak (St. Joseph’s HS) of 
Sayreville played collegiate baseball for 
Marist College.  The talented pitcher 
had some fine stats for his 4 years on the 
mound: Games-53; Innings pitched-196; 
strikeouts-148; won-12 lost-9...Jim Campion 
(Sayreville HS) coached women’s basketball 
at Bethany College (Kansas) for 4 ½ years.

On July 8th, after all the celebrations 
honoring Independence Day were over 
another patriotic event was taking place 
at South Stevens Pub, the home of the 
American Outlaws (AO). This is a diverse 
group with over 190 chapters nationwide 
and over 30K members. All we pledge to 
do, when we can, is to show our patriotism 
through the Men's and Women's National 

The American Outlaws Host 
First Annual Picnic

(Article Submitted)
Soccer Teams. This night we were watching 
the USA/Panama (1-1) dissapointing. The 
bright spot was the crowd. We had visitors 
from other towns knowing that this was a 
bar where significant USA games, Men or 
Women's, would be shown. Upwards of 
90 "supporters" of the USA in their colors 
were there.

The new Junior American Outlaws are Kristen and Matt Van Leeuwen with their kids in front 
Jules and Tyler. Jake Szatkowski, 1st junior member, Tom Szatkowski with son Chase, Oscar Sorto 
with son Nicolas.  (Photo Submitted)

Members of Coach G's first team in 1977. Steve Szatkowski (l),  Tony G (c)  and Alex MacNeil (r). 
Coach G. said, “They were outstanding team leaders.” (Photo Submitted)
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Norek Makes Swimming Comeback
(Photo/Article Submitted)

So, Frank Jr says to “Inky”  a month 
before “Inky” leaves us, ‘ Dad, think I 
am gonna get back in the water and swim 
competitively again’. So Inky does a long 
pause, then understatedly responds ‘well, 
that’s very ambitious’.  So a year later, with 
the urging of his bride Laura, he jumps back 
into the pool, and starts racing a month later, 
a short 46 years after his last race.

The Norek family were charter members 
of Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis, and Fran 
and Amy started on the swim team right 
away, Fran being in his first race at the end 
of that first year in 1963. He then swam for 
the team for the following 7 seasons, but 
faded as high school hit. Ellen Wallace was 
not happy he stopped.

So fast-forward to last year. There is 
a national program out there, the National 
Senior Games (formerly Olympics), that 
have all states running their own Games on 
even years (19 different sports) as qualifiers 
for the Nationals in odd years. Frank jumped 
in to a few state races last year and qualified 
for 12 of the 15 races offered. At Nationals 
swim participants can only do a max of 6 
races, so Frank put his name into the 2017 
Senior Games  recently held in Birmingham, 
Alabama June 3rd to 14th. He noticed the 

field tripled from the prior games in 2015 
with all quality swimmers, so he  went there 
to beat his own best times. Frank fared well 
enough, and in 5 of 6 races, he shaved off 
between 13 to 28 seconds off his qualifiers, 
and finished 11th in the three of the six races 
at these Nationals:

200 Back  11th   3:27.57, 28 seconds 
faster than last year qualifier

200 IM  11th    3:15.43,    15 seconds 
faster than last year qualifier (his daughter 
filmed that race, very cool come-from-behind 
finish to win that heat)

500 Free  11th   7:49.23, 17 seconds 
faster than qualifier last year.

200 Free 16th    2:47.07, about 13 seconds 
better than last year qualifier

100 Back 16th    1:33.96, about 22 
seconds better than last year qualifier.

100 Breast 17th  1:34.56, One second 
better than qualifier in Oct last year, 3 seconds 
faster than his time this year. 

On the first and third days of competition 
in Alabama, he wore Frog Hollow colors 
and their cap to represent his home base. 
He wants to say ‘long live Frog Hollow’, 
and to his elder cronies out there, ‘get out 
and get active’!  

Frank Norek Jr.
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Independence Day Celebration
(Photos/info by Clem Skarzynski)

Rockdaddys and Rockchicks enjoyed the 2017 Sayreville Independence Day Celebration at Kennedy 
Park in Sayreville.  Pictured (l-r) Timmy and Holly Fee, Sue and Fran Fee.

The Sayreville War Memorial HS Class of ‘67 was well-represented at the 2017 Sayreville 
Independence Day Celebration.  Pictured (l-r) Cindy and Gary Poland, Linda Montemurno 
Witham, Linda Schuler Kogeas. 

Fed Up! Local Overdose And 
Substance Use Awareness

On Thursday August 31st the South 
Amboy Board Of Education will be 
Sponsoring the 3rd annual Fed Up! Local 
Overdose and Substance Use Awareness 
event for Middlesex County.  The event is 
a free, family friendly event that is open 
to the public. The Fed Up! events bring 
awareness and education to the substance use 
epidemic ravaging communities throughout 
the nation.  If you have lost a loved one to 
accidental overdose and would like their 
photos displayed, please email photo to 
RootsToAddiction@yahoo.com, If you 
have lost a loved one and plan on attending 
the event, please bring a pair of shoes with 
your loved one’s name for our memorial 

display.  This event is organized by Fed 
Up Coalition volunteers, Fed Up Coalition 
volunteer contact, Kimberly Sieber 908-
565-4415. Whether you are affected by this 
epidemic or not yet, please join us, It’s time 
for communities to come together and stand 
side by side with our citizens, educational 
facilities, law enforcement and community 
leaders to tackle this national epidemic, we 
are sick and tired of burying our citizens. The 
event will consist of; Speakers, Resource 
Tables and Memorial Vigil. The event will 
take place at South Amboy Middle High 
School, 200 Governor Harold G. Hoffman 
Plaza, South Amboy NJ 08879 from 5PM 
– 8PM.

The OLV Senior Group will be sponsoring 
a trip to NYC to visit the Intrepid Sea, Air, and 
Space Museum on Thursday, September 14, 
2017. The trip price is $150 which includes: 

Trip to New York City
admission to the Intrepid, dinner at Carmine’s, 
bus transportation and bus driver gratuity, 
and taxes and meal gratuity. For reservations 
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.
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Survey Reveals Top Five Phone Scams 
People Fall Victim To In New Jersey

With 89% of people in New Jersey 
receiving between 5 and 30 nuisance calls 
per week, telephone scams are still causing 
major problems for consumers. The issue has 
become so widespread that almost a fifth of 
New Jersey adults admit they have been a 
victim of a telephone scam.

The YouGov survey commissioned by 
CPR Call Blocker, makers of the best selling 
call blocking device in the US, also revealed 
the top five scams people are falling victim 
to in New Jersey:  

1.    Internal Revenue scam
2.    Credit/loan scam
3.    Robocall/automated messages scam
4.    Lottery/sweepstake scam
5.    Missed call scam
Many of these scams rely on the victim 

handing over personal and security details or 
asking the victim to pay a processing fee or 
call back on a premium rate line.

While many of us are becoming 
increasingly savvy when it comes to spotting 
a scam, 17% of those questioned have lost 
money to scams in the last 12 months. Of 
those, 23% lost less than $100, 22% lost 
between $100 and $500, but 27% lost between 
$500 and $10,000, with 4% were scammed 
out of over $10,000.

Bryony Hipkin at CPR Call Blocker, 
comments: “Scam and nuisance phone 
calls continue to be a major problem for 
consumers in New Jersey and it’s often the 
most vulnerable people in society who are 
falling victim to telephone scams. Scammers 
have a real knack of finding people when they 
are at their weakest and most vulnerable and 
they really exploit that. I want to encourage 
people to stay in touch with their senior loved 
ones. A lot of scammers are using the tactic 

of getting to know that person, becoming a 
friend to them and then on the fourth or fifth 
call they start making the request.

“Our customer base tends to be those 
aged 55 and over who want to eliminate 
nuisance and scam calls for good. By being 
able to block nuisance phone numbers 
through the touch of a button, our customers 
have seen a 90%-100% reduction in the 
number of calls received depending on how 
they choose to use the product.

“If you’re contacted out of the blue, be 
suspicious and never respond to an unsolicited 
call. Don’t assume a caller is genuine because 
they have information about you such as 
your account details. Never give out personal 
information when answering an incoming 
call and if you’re not convinced the call is 
genuine, hang up and call back using the 
official phone number of the organisation 
calling from their website or any paperwork 
you have such as statements.”

CPR Call Blocker’s industry leading 
technology prevents nuisance and scam calls 
through a device attached to a customer’s 
phone. When a nuisance call is received, 
customers press a button on the call blocker 
which permanently blocks incoming calls 
from that number. The device is already 
pre-programmed with up to 2,000 of the 
most notorious scam phone numbers and 
can store up to an additional 1,500 nuisance 
numbers.  Call Blocker is the bestselling and 
most trusted call blocker brand worldwide. 
The CPR suite of call blockers are available 
from www.cprcallblockerusa.com and www.
amazon.com or by calling 818-927-0871.

For media enquiries please contact 
Natasha Fulford or Luke Bodycombe at MGB 
PR on +44 1792 460200. 

Alameda Center’s Recipe For 
Rehabilitation & Healthcare:

A Taste Of Home Everyday
Integral to this excellence, is the Dining 

Services Department that contributes to 
Residents’ recovery and overall wellbeing 
with an array of foods as vast and exotic as 
the Residents and staff members themselves.

Case in point is the 3rd floor that hosts 
Alameda’s Indian Cultural Program, and that 
has a dedicated kitchen where all the food 
prepared and served is Indian – and 100% 
completely vegetarian!

Just for this particular kitchen, Alameda 
Center has six cooks, and the department 
is in constant contact with special vendors 
for food items, spices, and condiments that 
allow them to cater to the Residents with 
their favorite dishes.

Go up one floor, and you find a 
trailblazing Hispanic Cultural Program that 
embraces the diverse cultures of the Mexican, 
Colombian, Dominican, Peruvian, Puerto 
Rican – to name a few.

Walk into this kitchen any day and you 
will find the widest selection of vegetables, 
spices and seasonings that allow the Dining 
Services Staff to pamper the Hispanic 
Residents with a taste of home everyday.

Given the medical needs and cultural 
diversity of the Residents, how does Alameda 
assure strict control of allergies, clinically 
prescribed diets, feeding assistance devices, 
calorie counts – while still catering to personal 
preferences?

“We are ahead of the game” says Paul 

Preston, Director of Dining Services at 
Alameda. “We have successfully transitioned 
the Monarq Dining Solutions Program. New 
at Alameda, this state-of-the-art program 
allows us to maintain vital food and nutrition 
information including specific nourishment 
directives, allergies, likes, dislikes, calorie 
counts, tube feeding, guest trays and feeding 
assistance devices.”

And just how do they accommodate 
everyone’s preferences? “That’s a challenge 
Alameda Center is passing with flying colors; 
As a manner of fact, we are introducing a 
new Hispanic menu next month”, proudly 
states Preston. “Essential to our success is 
the fact Giovanny Hernandez, the Assistant 
Director of Dining Services, is Hispanic. 
That upfront allows us to understand the 
diversity of foods that pertain to each one 
of the Hispanic communities”. 

Add to that the fact that Dr. Jorge 
Gonzalez, the Director of the Hispanic 
Cultural Program, personally supervises 
every aspect of it, and that many of the staff 
members are Hispanic and – voilà! They not 
only have access to a wide variety of recipes, 
but to a whole in-home staff that assures the 
taste of the food is “exactly like home”. 

For more information about Alameda 
Center please contact Israel Kanarek 
Admissions Director at 732-638-7280 and 
visit http://alamedacenter.com.

Winery 
Luncheon Trip

The OLV Senior Group sponsoring a 
trip to Tomasella Winery and Smithville on 
Thursday, September 28, 2017. The price of 
the trip is $60.00 which includes a luncheon 
and wine tasting at Tomasella Winery and a 
stop at Smithville Village, bus transportation, 
gratuity, and snacks on the return trip. The bus 
will leave from the lower parking lot of OLV 
at 9 AM and return at approximately 5 PM.  
For further information or to register for the 
trip, please call Geri Steiner at 732-727-1655.

The 20th and final drawing for the Lions Franklin English Scholarship was drawn in June!  Library 
Director Elaine Gaber picked the winner, which was drawn by lottery. Pictured (l-r) Thomas E. 
Downs,  Dowdell Library Director Elaine Gaber, Bob Pawlik and Rose Pawlik. (Photo/Info Submitted)

1983-Komars honored the above employees for their 20 years of service.  They are pictured on the 
front steps of the North Stevens Ave. factory in South Amboy.

Class of ‘79 Reunion
St.Mary’s H.S. Class of 1979 will be 

having its class reunion Fri. Sept. 22nd at 
the Munckee-Bar & Grill, South Amboy 
from 9 p.m. to ?

Learn How to Save 
Energy and Money!

Learn how you, your business and your 
municipality can benefit by saving energy and 
money through New Jersey’s Clean Energy 
Program. Two representatives will speak 
about generous statewide rebate programs 
that will help homeowners and businesses 
save money for energy efficiency upgrades 
at Sayreville Public Library on Thursday, 
August 3, 2017 at 6:30 PM.

Yard Sale
Bayview Rod and Gun Club will be 

holding a yard sale on Saturday August 25th 
and Sunday August 26th from 8am - 4pm. 
Rain or Shine.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times July 29, 2017    21

Mater Dei Prep Names New Boys’ 
Soccer Coach
(Photo/Article Submitted)

Mater Dei Prep is 
proud to announce Mr. 
Anthony Sherlock as the 
new boys’ head soccer 
coach and Mr. Ralph Troisi 
as the new assistant coach. 
Mr. Sherlock comes to 
Mater Dei Prep with a 
full semi-pro career and 
a successful season as 
the middle school head 
coach at Ranney School in 
Tinton Falls, NJ. Mr. Ralph 
Troisi is currently the club 
president and coach of 
the Hazlet United Soccer 
Association and a former 
member of the Christian 
Brothers Academy soccer 
team in Lincroft, NJ.

"I am excited to coach 
varsity soccer at Mater Dei Prep. I look 
forward to meeting the players and getting 
practice started.  I am grateful to Lance 
Bennett for the opportunity and I am lucky 
to have Ralph Troisi as the assistant coach. 
I'm confident it’s going to be a great season," 
said Coach Sherlock.

Before moving to coaching, Mr. Sherlock 
had a notable playing career with the semi-pro 
team Galway United in the League of Ireland. 
While playing in Ireland he reached the FAI 
Cup final which is Ireland’s equivalent to the 
FA Cup in England.

Mr. Sherlock also competed in the semi-
pro North Eastern League with FC Goya 
and in the Long Island League with Hota 

Bavarian. Throughout his 
career Mr. Sherlock has 
competed against several 
top English teams and 
international players.

After his successful 
soccer career, Mr. Sherlock 
went on to run the Atlantic 
Highlands Recreation 
soccer program for five 
years.  Mr. Sherlock 
brought a wealth of 
knowledge and experience 
to the young athletes of 
Atlantic Highlands and 
Ranney. Lance Bennett, 
Mater Dei Prep’s athletic 
director, believes that Mr. 
Sherlock’s knowledge and 
experience will benefit the 

members of the Mater Dei 
Prep boys’ soccer program and take them to 
new heights. 

“When a coach has coached on multiple 
levels and has played at a very high level, his 
experiences will help serve the program by 
continuing to progress higher level athletes 
as well as develop inexperienced players. 
We feel that Coach Sherlock, as well as his 
assistant Ralph Troisi, will be a dynamic 
combination for the Mater Dei Prep soccer 
program,” said Athletic Director, Lance 
Bennett.

For more information about the Mater 
Dei Prep boys’ soccer program, or about 
other programs the school offers, please 
call 732.671.9100 or visit materdeiprep.org.

Anthony Sherlock

South Amboy – The Early Years
By Fran Fitzmorris

This is the story of South Amboy, not 
only what spurred the growth of the town, but 
the families behind it, at least, first , second 
and third generations of Americans who were 
mostly of English and Dutch persuasion. Any 
mention of Sayreville, Madison Township 
and Morgan is important because all three 
were part of the town for many years. These 
South Amboyans were the table setters for 
the Irish and Polish that first came in the 
late 1800’s.

The story of the town officially began in 
1835, when the town broke away from Perth 
Amboy and became a township. However, 
as early as 1800, the Morgan and Perrine 
families were becoming major players in 
the clay industry along Cheesequake Creek. 
These clay pits would have been located 
near Route 9 and Ernston Road. Madison 
Township and Sayreville broke free from 
South Amboy in 1869 and 1876 respectively.

Another early family, the Disbrows, is 
believed to have owned a lot of land along 
what would become Stevens Avenue. It is 
believed that they sold that land to Samuel 
Gordon (Gordon Street) and moved to 
Roundabout, Sayreville in 1808. The area 
south and west of the town contained 
valuable clay and sand deposits. Some of 
the pioneers in this area were the Maxfields, 
Parisens, Everetts, Disbrows and Furmans 
who mixed clay.

 What really changed the course of the 
town’s history first took place when the 
Camden-/Amboy Railroad purchased land 
to build a train depot, business offices and 
rail tracks. It opened for business in 1832-
33. The railroad industry was on its way. A 
railroad store was located on the east side 
of Main Street. It opened for business in 
1832-33 and was in business for seventy 
years. In the years after the Civil War, the 
name John Perrine became identified with 
the rail industry.

The two major employers outside 
of railroads during the second half of the 
nineteenth century  were the Swan Hill  
Pottery  Company built in 1849 (most of us 
remember as the Terra Cotta) and the Bergen 
Iron Works located up on Bergen Hill.

The first official town government was 
formed in 1838. It was a freeholder type 
of government . The first four freeholders 
were Noah Furman, John Scully, Ward C. 
Perrine and Leonard Furman. This type of 
government would serve the town until 1888 
when the town installed a borough type of 
government with Cornelius McGonigle as 
mayor.

In conclusion, this story just scratches the 
surface of what the town was like. I couldn’t 
do justice to all the families that contributed 
and went nameless but many served the town 
into the 1920’s. 
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Traveling With
Back Pain

Whether for business or pleasure, 
traveling is hard on your back. You spend 
time in uncomfortable seats and unfamiliar 
beds and carry heavy suitcases through 
airports and hotel lobbies. It’s time to give 
your back a vacation by learning how to 
travel with back pain.

1. Lighten your luggage load. Resist the 
temptation to pack everything in one carry-on 
suitcase or garment bag. If you want to avoid 
checking luggage, pack only what you can 
carry comfortably. If you carry a garment bag 
or suitcase with straps, remember to balance 
the load by alternating shoulders. Carrying 
two suitcases of approximately equal weight 
is an even better solution.

Be aware of proper body mechanics 
while carrying your luggage. Imagine an 
invisible line that starts at your ear and 
continues past your shoulder to your hip. 
When the line is straight, you back is in 
proper balance

Use luggage carts. Push the cart with 
both arms and keep your elbows tucked in 
close to your body to avoid over-reaching.

The next time you buy luggage, look for 
lightweight suitcases with built-in rollers. 
Make sure the handle allows you to stand 
up straight while pulling or pushing the 
suitcases. Rubber wheels are recommended 
for protection against slips and skids.

2. Beat back pain. Airline seats are 
not designed for comfort. From first class 
to economy, all passengers have the same 
complaints. Fortunately, you can make a few 
simple adjustments to protect your back. For 
lumbar support, place an airline pillow or a 
folded blanket in the small of your back. Be 
conscious of your posture, especially if you 
want to nap. Use a pillow or folded blanket 
to support your neck.

Gentle stretching exercises can help 
relieve the stress of a long trip. Try to stand 
in the aisle and walk a little at least once 
every hour.

3. Making your back count. Learn to 
make choices that will protect your back 
from stress and strain. Leave a little extra 
time to get to the airport. Let the redcap 
handle your luggage.

By including these choices in your travel 
plans, you’ll have a more relaxing and pain 
free trip!

Polish Night 
The South Amboy Elks are having 

Polish Night on August 17 from 6 pm to 10 
pm.  Cost is $14.00 per person, Including: 
kielbasa and sauerkraut, stuffed cabbage, 
pierogies, homemade potato pancakes and 
many desserts.  There will also be music with 
an accordion player and a door prize. Call 
Donna Rosenving for tickets at 732-266-9072

Trip to American 
Music Theater

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a 
trip to American Music Theater on Thursday, 
May 3, 2018 to see Songs of the Silver 
Screen. The price of the trip is $125.00 which 
includes the musical, lunch at Shady Maple, 
bus transportation, bus driver gratuity, and 
snacks on the bus. For further information 
or to reserve a seat, please contact Teri at 
732-727-7639.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems to 

be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost despaired 
of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant and friend of 
Jesus, the church honors and invokes you universally as the 
patron of hopeless cases, of things almost despaired of, pray 
for me, I am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you 
of that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible and 
speedy help where help is almost despaired of. Come to my 
assistance in this great need that I may receive the consolation 
and help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and 
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and powerful 
patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to you. Amen.  
Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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MCC Introduces Three New 
Academic Programs

Middlesex County College is offering 
three new academic programs this fall. 
Homeland Security, Culinary Arts, and 
Hospitality Management are making their 
debut in September.

“Homeland Security is a critical field 
these days,” said Tim Hack, chair of the 
History and Social Sciences Department 
at MCC. “If you would like to protect this 
nation from natural and manmade threats, the 
Homeland Security Program is right for you.”

The degree is designed for students 
to learn about securing borders, airports, 
waterways and seaports; preparing for 
and responding to natural and manmade 
disasters; providing counterterrorism and 
law enforcement intelligence support; and 
employing the latest security technology. 
Graduates may take advantage of the dual 
admissions agreement with New Jersey 
City University’s National Security Studies 
Bachelor of Science program, which 
is offered on both the NJCU and MCC 
campuses. Career fields include Border 
Patrol Agent, CIA Analyst or Officer, FBI 
Agent, Federal Air Marshal, ICE Agent, 
Secret Service Agent, TSA Screener and 
Immigration Enforcement Agent.

For more information, contact Tim Hack, 
chairperson, History and Social Sciences, at 

732-906-2590, THack@middlesexcc.edu.
The two Hospitality, Culinary Arts, & 

Dietetics Department programs, Hospitality 
Management and Culinary Arts, lead to 
careers in a booming field.

“Employment opportunities are growing 
in a variety of work settings, including 
hotels, motels, resorts, restaurants, clubs, 
cruise ships, catering centers and health care 
facilities,” said Mary-Pat Maciolek, chair of 
the Hospitality, Culinary Arts, and Dietetics 
Department.

A Culinary Arts graduate may be 
employed as a line cook, station chef, assistant 
pastry chef, assistant restaurant manager, 
dining room manager, cafeteria production 
manager, sous chef or executive chef.

Hospitality Management graduates 
may be employed as an assistant restaurant 
manager, hotel/motel assistant manager, 
front office manager, dining room manager, 
or cafeteria production manager.

Graduates of both programs are eligible 
for certification in several course areas by the 
American Hotel and Lodging Association and 
the National Restaurant Association.

For more information, contact the 
Hospitality, Culinary Arts, and Dietetics 
Department at 732-906-2538.

Trip to Vermont and 
New Hampshire

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a trip to Vermont and New Hampshire from 
October 13 – 17 2017. The cost of the trip 
is $790.00 which includes 4 nights lodging, 
4 breakfasts, a luncheon at the Trapp 
Family lodge, and 3 dinners and 2 welcome 
receptions. Also included are evenings of 
entertainment, Ben and Jerry factory tour, 
shopping in Stowe Village, scenic train tour 
and much more. The cost of bus transportation 
and bus gratuity, taxes, and meal gratuities is 
also included. For information on about trip 
contact Carmen at 732-351-0260.

Seniors Meet 
and Greet

The OLV Senior Group will host a Meet 
and Greet on Tuesday, August 29th from 
10AM to 12 noon in the lower church of OLV 
for any senior interested in joining our group. 
Members of our group will be present to 
answer any questions. Our membership starts 
at the age of 55. If you are unable to attend 
please contact Teri Yetsko at 732- 727-7639.
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Hi John, (Phillips)
I enjoy your remembrances of years 

gone by, if memory serves me correct the 
Stewart’s on Rte 35 you referenced  was 
owned by Joe Zavekas, whose son Joe (aka 
Norman) also car hopped there. I recall that 
the carhops always had their trusty coin 
dispensers at the ready attached to their 
belts. I worked at the Stewarts on Rte 9, 
had a bunch of fun doing it and it truly was 
a great place to earn supplemental income.

The hot dog stand you also referenced 
on Rt. 35 was I think called Gene’s, the 
owners daughter was either named Diane or 
Diana, she drove one of the few Corvettes 
in the area back then and I believe she use 
to date one of the Kilcommons boys.
Keep the articles flowing.
Regards,
Joe Harrigan

Letters ..

Brian,
Thanks for getting back.   Here’s the 

info  I wanted you to have:
In your April 29, 2017 issue, p. 18, 

you published a photo under the heading: 
“90 Years Ago,” and asked if anyone could 
further identify the basketball players 
pictured.   I can help.

 The player in the first row, second from 
the right (both men holding a St. Mary’s 
Pennant) is unquestionably Vincent James 
Abbatiello, my Dad. 

He went on to marry his high school 
sweetheart, Margaret E. Kerwin (some 
might remember her as the regular Sunday 
organist at St. Mary’s R.C. church on 
Augusta Street.  My Dad became a teacher, 
and coached both the Sayreville Bombers 
football and baseball teams.  When the St. 
Mary’s Eagles played baseball against his 
Bombers, I found myself in the strange 
position of playing against my Dad.  We 
had some great players at St. Mary’s then, 
the O’Brien twins, Jack McKeon, Jerry 
Connors, Ray Stockton, Jack Vail, to name 
a few.  Our games with Sayreville were 
always close, but the Eagles were victorious 
most of the time.

Dad went on to become a principal 
and ended his career as Superintendent of 
Schools at Sayreville.

Vince Abbott (Abbatiello)

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke fishing which was good has slowed 

up. A few fish are being caught, but is not 
what it was, however some people are still 
catching some keepers. I had a friend who 
went in a private boat and fished the upper 
Shrewsbury River. The trio of them caught 9 
keepers up to 4 pounds and 7 shorts. Bluefish 
both in the Bay and ocean has been very 
poor. Only a few mixed sized fish have been 
caught. The party boats have gone to Fluke 
and Sea Bass fishing it’s so bad. A few large 
Blues were caught at night in the surf at 
the south end of LBI. There are quite a few 
Kingfish being caught here on worms. Some 
Fluke are in the surf too. A good number of 
them are keepers. Barnegat Bay has given 
up some keeper Fluke especially in back of 
Barnegat Light. Bottom fishing for Ling and 
Sea Bass is good on catching your limit of 2 
is no problem. Porgies have arrived.
Fresh Water

My wife and I tried the lower Pequest 
in mid June, 2 weeks after the final spring 
stocking ended. We both caught our limits of 
4 trout a piece.  She got the big one, a nice 
18 inch Rainbow. We also took a chance at 
Tilcon Lake for a few hours one afternoon. 
I saw what may have been a Salmon chasing 
bait.  All we did was a lot of casting for over 
2 hours. I also tried Peapack Brook for a little 
while one Sunday afternoon with a grand 
total of one Pumpkinseed Sunfish for all 
my efforts! I did see a nice holdover Trout 
about 15 inches but it would not bite. Warm 
water species are now being caught in all 
bodies of water.
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You may run into your boss at this month’s Where In NJ?  Send your answer in to: satimes@
aol.com or scan below by August 14th.

Where in New Jersey?

June Information
Where in New Jersey?

By Brian & Phyllis Stratton

June-Where in New Jersey?
Pete and Elda’s Bar -

 Carmen’s Pizzeria
Neptune, NJ

The June Where in New Jersey is a 
popular stop down the Jersey Shore during 
the summer or anytime of the year.  Pete 
and Elda’s Bar, Carmen’s Pizzeria located 
on Route 35 in Neptune NJ.  The clue we 
gave for this location “The owners will 
give you the shirt off their back.” was a 
reference to their pizza challenge.  If you 
eat a double extra large pizza (by yourself) 
you will walk out with one of their custom 
T-Shirts.  Shirt designs change frequently 
so you are never done!  (I own about 15)  
They offer a full menu and their thin crust 
pizza is very close to South Amboy’s old 
Gay 90’s pizza.

Where in NJ Winners.
This months winners are David 

Krempecki, Karen Yaremko, Pat McCarthy, 
and Scott Mueller. We didn’t realize this 

would be so difficult.  Give it a try it is a 
great stop!

June-WWW.? 
Gino’s Hamburgers

WWW.?

June Winners
Congratulations to the following winners 

who correctly identified Gino’s Hamburgers:  
Dennis Quinlan, Lisa Grankowski, John 
Knudsen, AnnRita Bartlinski, Mary Bartlinski 
Griswold, Carl Swenson, Pat and Bill Scully, 
Scott Mueller, and Judy Guilfoyle

This month’s WWW proved to be 
challenging.  It was based on a rendering of 
the Gino’s Hamburgers located on Route 9 
South in Sayreville. Gino’s was named after 
one of the owners Gino Marchetti a former 
NFL Football player who played for the 
Baltimore Colts. Gino’s did not franchise, 
each store was company owned and operated. 

It was the home of the Gino’s Giant 
dubbed “a banquet on a bun”. This burger 
rivaled the Big Mac from McDonald’s.

We did receive a number of answers 
from our readers that this was Kentucky 
Fried Chicken (KFC) while Gino’s was an 
outlet for KFC they were known as Gino’s 
Hamburgers.

Once Gino’s closed this location became 
Roy Rogers another burger joint that also 
sold fried chicken,

Does this local structure look familiar to you?  If you think you know what it is, send your answer 
in to: satimes@aol.com.  Good luck!  

*Contestants Remember!  The answer is incorrect if you only send in the street 
name and address.  You must identify the structure with the actual name that it is or 
was, not the type of work, or anything vague about it, or your submission is incorrect.  
Remember, we need the name of the building, not the address or street it’s located on.

If any of our readers have more info on 
this location please let us know.

The following readers guessed KFC 
Peggy Yuhas, Gerry Sherry, Leon Credico, 
Mary Agnes Morris, Chuck Pickard, Pete 
McIntyre, and Elizabeth Leveille.

Cork Ball
By John Flip Phillips, Joe Harrigan, Bill McKeon

Cork Ball?  I am sure many reading this 
are wondering: what is Cork Ball?  Well, it’s 
a game that’s mostly played on the street or 
a back yard.  The equipment is: a cork and a 
bat, usually a sawed-off broom stick, that’s it!  
The rules are “like” baseball but not really, 
and they can change depending on where the 
game is played and who is playing.  If played 
on the street the bases and home plate were 
chalked.  The game can be played one on 
one, or two against two. When played one 
on one just throwing the cork towards the 
base the batter was going to was an out. You 
had to walk (fast) to the base, not run.  When 
played two on two you had to throw the cork 
between the base and the runner before the 
runner got to the base for an out. Every ball 
caught in the air was an out.  So, the game 
can be played anytime or almost anywhere.  
And the rules could change with every game.

We played a lot of cork ball on lower 
David Street when I was growing up. (The 100 
Block in the Bowery), Joey Hansel, Frankie 
(Tank) Leonard, and I played and played 
the game in the early summer mornings or 
evenings when not at the beach swimming 
or “borrowing” a row boat to go crabbing, 
checking out the railroad yards to see what 
we could “find”, or playing sandlot baseball 
out in the back field (Star Field).  One of 
the rules we had was that you had to bat 
left handed.  Joey Hansell’s house was our 
“bleachers”. You could pitch over or under 
hand what ever worked for you.   When you 
pitched underhand you could throw what I 
came to learn was a “Riser” when I played 
fast pitch softball.  If you played fast pitch 
you know what I mean.  The ball starts out 
low and keeps rising, it’s very hard to hit. 
The ground rules were: over the fence was a 
double, on the porch a triple and on the roof 
a home run.  You could buy the corks, but 
we always got them from the beach.  After 
a storm, the beach was always filled with 
“stuff” including corks. We gathered them, 
cleaned them and taped them once around. If 
you taped them more than once they would 
really fly when hit, and could break windows.  
Yes, we broke a few.

Until very recently I thought we were the 
only ones in South Amboy who played this 
game. Then I found out that Joe Harrigan, 
and Bill “Biff” McKeon also played cork ball.  
Here is how Joe described “their” game as it 
was played on the 200 David Street Block, and 
then “Biff “briefly writes how he remembers 
it was played on the 300 John Street Block.

Joe Harrigan
Growing up my brother Tom & I would 

spend hour after hour playing what was 
referred to as cork ball, I don't know who 
started it and never heard of anyone else 
playing it.  We were introduced to the game 
by our neighbors on David Street: Johnny, 
Eddie, Jimmy and Billy O'Brien, Billy was 
our age. The concept of the game was as 

follows: 2man team, pitcher & fielder, bats 
were sawed- off broom handles, the corks 
were thermos variety purchased at Reiners 
Hardware, taped for longevity, home plate, 
1st, 2nd, 3rd base. The pitcher would throw 
the cork and the batter would attempt to hit 
the sucker then walk briskly, no running to 
the bases. If the pitcher or fielder caught the 
cork in the air it was an out, if they fielded the 
cork and threw the cork between the batter 
and the base it was also an out. The pitcher 
had to throw the cork in a tumbling fashion 
to the batter, if he floated the cork it was like 
a spitball, an illegal pitch. Every now and 
then a fowl hit cork would land on the roof 
of the building where the O'Brien's lived, the 
building was L shaped, almost like a stadium. 
Then it was off to visit Oscar Reiner for more 
corks.  To pay for the corks we would round 
up empty soda bottles and take them to Joe 
Pribulas liquor store for the return deposit.

Bill “Biff” McKeon
We played cork ball on John Street.  John 

(Skeeball), King Larkin and I played it a lot.  
I remember if you hit Skeet’s house it was a 
home run.   Skeets taped the corks “tightly” 
so they would go further when hit.  It was a 
lot of fun and a good way to spend a boring 
late afternoon. Yes, we broke a couple of 
windows with the tightly taped corks.

So, that was Cork Ball the way we played 
it in South Amboy many years ago.  I bet it 
was played in other sections of town with a 
cork and a sawed-off broom handle. Probably 
with some of the same rules, and others made 
up to fit the street or backyard.  I wonder if 
it’s played today? I doubt it.  Young kids have 
too many things to keep them “occupied”: 
Cell Phones, Tablets, TV (There were only 
seven channels when I was a kid: 2,4,5,7,9 
and WPIX Channel11 (Yankees & Giants, 
Knicks, Rangers and NYC college basketball, 
and of course channel 13 where you could 
watch Seton Hall Basketball and afternoon 
kids shows with Uncle Fred). Today there are 
hundreds of TV channels available.  You can 
watch sports and then more shows all day and 
night. Remember when channels signed off 
for the night and all you could look at was 
a channel logo?  Perhaps I am wrong but I 
doubt “make up” games are played today.  
From what I hear and see if kids play sports 
today it must be with uniforms and with all 
the best equipment provided. I ride around 
the ball fields where I live and they are 
almost empty during the day in the summer.  
But come the early evening they are filled. 
I think you learned a lot about growing up 
playing those make up games: argue then 
compromise.  You were mad at each other 
today and friends again tomorrow.  Oh well, 
time and tide wait for no one and things 
change.  Not always for the best? Coming 
up next:  Sandlot Baseball and “Steaming 
In, Steaming In, what’s that?

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a trip on Wednesday, November 8, 2017 to 
Sight and Sound’s “Miracle of Christmas.” 
The trip price of $150 includes meal at Shady 

Sight and Sound Christmas Show
Maple, the show, bus, transportation, bus 
driver gratuity, and taxes and meal gratuity. 
To reserve a seat contact Teri at 732-727-7639 
or 732-742-1320
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Obituaries 
Ball, Robin C. Rand, 58, formerly of 

South Amboy died on June 24.
Batko, Walter J. Sr., 96, of Sayreville 

died on July 2.
Bruno, Frances, 77, of Sayreville died 

on July 19.
Caruso, Stephen P., 47 of Parlin died 

on June 17.  
Clarke, Katherine, 78, of Parlin died 

on June 20.
Duggan, Rev. Kevin P., 63, formerly of 

South Amboy died on July 6.
Glynn, Margaret, 82, of Sayreville died 

on June 13.
Golembieski, Edward Z., 88, of 

Sayreville died on July 9.
Guth, Mary T., 93, of Parlin died on 

July 2.
Hagerman, Loretta, 91, of South Amboy 

died on June 15.
Haines, Dorene M., 86, of Parlin died 

on July 15.
Harkins, Mary Jane Arose, 86, of 

Sayreville died on July 15.
Harmon, Judith, 66, of South Amboy 

died on June 27.
Henke, Cheryl, 36, of South Amboy 

died on May 23.
Howard, Joseph C. “Connie,” 75, 

formerly of South Amboy died on June 16.
Jaremba, Marian, 89, of Morgan died 

on July 1.
McNerny, Patricia M., 74, formerly of 

South Amboy died on July 10.
Murray, Nancy M., 71, formerly of South 

Amboy died on July 14.
Sarg, Estelle A., 91, of Parlin died on 

June 29.
Sawka, Helen, 90, of Sayreville died 

on July 10.
Scully, Carol Ann Ferguson, 81, formerly 

of South Amboy died recently.
Smetana, Kenneth J., 71, of South 

Amboy died on June 19.
Wilson, Cecelia F., 92, of South Amboy 

died on June 18.
Wilson, Mary, 85, of Parlin died on 

June 24.
Wolfe, Mary H., 93, of Sayreville died 

on July 2.
Wyzykowski, Richard H., 85, formerly 

of South Amboy died on June 20.

Unconditional Love
My Buddy
By Dee Kilpatrick

You made me laugh 
You made me cry
You were always 
By my side
But you will always be in my heart
My memories are helping me get by
You were my buddy, my little man
My little guy, my Bo, my sweetie pie
My cutie pie
Unconditional love best of all.

Celebration For Peace
(Article submitted by Dot Benson)
In honor of the 100-year Fatima Jubilee, 

the Altar Rosary and Holy Name Societies 
of Sacred Heart Church, 531 Washington 
Ave., South Amboy are welcoming everyone 
to a Celebration For Peace on Sunday, Aug. 
13, beginning with the 12 noon Mass and 
Presentation of Our Lady of Fatima statue.  
A prayer service of Solemn Eucharistic 
Exposition, Adoration and Benediction will 
follow at 1 p.m. with reflection on the 1917 
apparitions and recitation of the Scriptural 
Rosary on the Glorious Mysteries.

Refreshments afterward in Memorial 
Hall.  Parking available.  For more 
information call Virginia 732-721-1521 or 
Mike 732-406-8966.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, 
assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help 
me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and 
Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my 
heart to succor me in this necessity.  There are none 
that can withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein 
you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, 
pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy 
Mary, I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say 
this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  
it and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.
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In Memoriam
By Tom Burkard

Loretta Hagerman, 91, of South Amboy 
died on June 15.  She was Past President 
of the the South Amboy Democratic Club, 
and a member of many other religious 
organizations including Catholic Daughters 
of America, and the Diocese of Metuchen 
Mothers of Priests.  Joseph “Connie” Howard, 
75, formerly of South Amboy died on June 
16.  Prior to retiring, he worked for the USPO, 
and could be seen mostly behind the counter 
at the Main Street, Sayreville office.  He also 
played softball for Carlisle Texaco in the 
Sayreville Men’s League.  Joe also loved 
bowling, and was dedicated to the South 
Amboy Irish-American Association, where 
he served as President from 1986-87.  He 
was a great guy with a big personality and 
kind heart and will be sadly missed.  Kenneth 
Smetana, 71, of South Amboy died on June 
19.  He was a U.S. Army veteran, serving 
our country in the Vietnam War, and left the 
service as an E4.  Kenneth was also a proud 
member of Knights of Columbus, Council 
426 in South Amboy as a 3rd Degree member.   
Richard Wyzykowski, 85, formerly of South 
Amboy died on June 20.  He was a proud 
U.S.Navy veteran, who worked at DuPont 
Photo Products for 36 years prior to his 
retirement in ‘91.  Mary Wilson, 85, of Parlin 
died on June 24.  She was a teacher for 42 

years in the Sayreville Public Schools prior 
to her retirement in 2001.  Mary was also a 
Eucharistic Minister at St. Mary’s Church 
for several years, and former director of the 
Pre-Cana program.  Walter Batko Sr., 96, of 
Sayreville died on July 2.  He was a World 
War II Army veteran and member of many 
local organizations.  Edward Golembieski, 
88, of Sayreville died on July 9.  He was 
a proud U.S. Navy veteran of the Korean 
War, and also a member of Sayreville VFW 
Post #4699.  Patricia McNerny, 74, formerly 
of South Amboy died on July 10.  Nancy 
Murray, 71, formerly of South Amboy died 
on July 14.  Before retiring, she was Director 
of Developmentally Disabled Adult Center 
with Easter Seals in Old Bridge.  Prior to her 
retirement, she was the head bookkeeper in 
Shop Rite of Sayreville and Edison.  Mary 
Jane Arose Harkins, 86, of Sayreville died on 
July 15.  She loved to go shopping and had an 
extensive collection of sweaters and shoes.  
Carol Ann Ferguson Scully, 81, formerly of 
South Amboy, died recently.  She retired from 
St. Peter’s Hospital, where she worked as a 
nurse.  Dorene Haines, 86, of Parlin died on 
July 15.  She once coached a girls softball 
championship team.

Their wonderful memories will last 
forever.

Father Duggan Served At St. Mary’s
Rev. Kevin P. Duggan, 63, of Toms River 

died on July 6.  Born in Massachusetts, he 
resided in NJ since 1985.  He was ordained 
a Roman Catholic priest on May 30, 1987.  
During his career, he served as Associate 
Pastor at St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Old 
Bridge, Pastor of Corpus Christi Church, South 
River, weekend assistant at St. Mary’s Church, 
South Amboy, and Pastor of St. James the Less 
Church, Jamesburg.  He recently obtained 
a Masters Degree in Counseling from The 
College of New Jersey, and passed the National 
Certification Exam.  

Father Kevin was well-liked by everyone, 
and several years ago, did a highly-commendable 
job filling in for St. Mary’s Pastor Father Dennis 
Weezorak, when he went to study in Rome.

Rev. Kevin P. Duggan

Robin Carol Rand Ball
Robin Carol Rand Ball, 58, of Spring 

Hill, Florida died on Saturday June 24, 2017 
at home.  Born in Rahway she lived in South 
Amboy most of her life before moving to 
Spring Hill, Florida only 3 months ago. She 
was employed as an assistant at the Sadie Pope 
Dowdell Public Library.  Robin was always 
helpful, kind, hard-working and respected 
by all and will be sadly missed. 

She is survived by her husband, Rollin; 
her son and daughter-in-law Christopher and 
Michelle Ball of Newington, Connecticut; her 
daughter Danielle Ball of Spring Hill, Florida; 
her brothers Charles Rand, Jr. of Lebanon 
and Robert Rand and his wife  Marianne 
of Waymart, Pennsylvania; her sister and 
brother-in-law Dawn and Glenn Burke of 
Carteret and her grandson, Cole Ball.

Steven Douglas
In Loving Memory

By Patrick Douglas
This young man is Steven Douglas.   

A standout hitter and catcher for those old 
Daylight Bakery teams of the late 50s and very 
early 60s.   This picture appears to be taken 
around 1959 or 1960.Though Steve played 
on some really good teams that included guys 
like  Tommy and Tony Ruszala and Johnny 
Kozak and Ray Zrebiec, Fran Free, Ralph 
Scully and many more, they never were able 
to break through and win a championship. 
Steven played 3 years of Babe Ruth ball with 
Komar’s, and became a Sayreville Bomber.  
He graduated from SWMHS in 1968. But 
before he graduated, Steve volunteered to 
manage the Daylight Bakery team in the 
spring of ‘68.  At 18 years old he was the 
youngest manager in the league and perhaps 
the youngest ever up to that point. And he 
led Daylight to their first championship.  In 
fact the team was the first South Amboy 
Little League team to win every single game 
it played, an undefeated season!   After 
graduating Steven joined the Navy Reserves 
and was to be deployed to Vietnam in the 
Fall of 1969 as part of the Navy Seabees,  
but was tragically killed while a passenger 
in a one vehicle accident on the night of Sept 
6th. The accident occurred on Route 35 in 
Morgan on the section of road aptly named 
Death Valley due to the many accidents that 

occurred there over the years.   In his short 
life Steven made hundreds of friends and was 
well-loved and respected by his peers, and by 
children and adults alike. He was a member 
of the DeMolays at Christ Church in South 
Amboy.  He was a good friend, a good son 
and the best big brother a kid could have.  
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